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sorrows, your memories and your 

ambitions, your sense of personal 

identity and free will, are in fact no 

more than the behavior of a vast 

assembly of nerve cells and their 
associated molecules. As Lewis 

Carroll’s Alice might have phrased it: 

‘You’re nothing but a pack of 

neurons.” Francis Crick, The 

Astonishing Hypothesis: The Scientific 

Search for the Soul (New York: 

Touchstone, 1994), 3. 

But can anyone live consistently with the view 

that he is nothing more than the fortuitous 

arrangement of atoms? 

J.B.S. Haldane answered decisively: “If my mental 

processes are determined wholly by the motions of 
atoms in my brain, I have no reason to suppose my 

beliefs are true and hence I have no reason for 

supposing my brain to be composed of atoms.” 

J.B.S. Haldane, Possible Worlds: and Other 

Essays (London: Chatto and Windus, 1927), 209. 
79 Christians do not accept the category of 

postmortem nonexistence. I use the category here, 

merely for the sake of argument. 
80Kai Draper concludes that death is a 

serious evil because it always entails deprivation. 

“Disappointment, Sadness, and Death,” The 
Philosophical Review 108, no. 3 (July 1999), 387. 

81Thomas Nagel, The Metaphysics of 

Death, ed. John Fischer (Stanford CA: Stanford 

University Press, 1993), 63, 67. Of Lucretius, 

Nagel writes, “He observed that no one finds it 

disturbing to contemplate the eternity preceding 

his own birth, and he took this to show that it 

must be irrational to fear death, since death is 

simply the mirror image of the prior abyss. That 

is not true, however, and the difference between 

the two explains why it is reasonable to regard 

them differently. It is true that both the time 
before a man’s birth and the time after his death 

are times when he does not exist. But the time 

after his death is time of which his death 

deprives him. It is time in which, had he not died 

then, he would be alive.” 
82Palle Yourgrau, The Metaphysics of 

Death, 137. Yourgrau references Solomon’s words 

in Ecclesiastes 2:16, “For of the wise as of the fool 

there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in 

the days to come all will have been long forgotten. 

How the wise dies just like the fool!” 
83Steven Luper-Foy shows that one 

cannot be indifferent to death unless he has no 

desires in life. “Epicureans never regard dying as a 

misfortune. But I have said that they would have 

to regard it as a misfortune if dying thwarted 

desires whose satisfaction would be fulfilling. 

Hence Epicureans must not have any fulfilling 

desires that can be frustrated by death!” (Italics his) 

Steven Luper-Foy “Annihilation,” The 

Philosophical Quarterly 37 no. 148 (July 1987), 
238. 

84Ibid., 234. 
85Confessions, Book VI, sec. 26. 
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Interestingly, as I begin a critique of 

feminism and point to what I consider to be 

many negative consequences of the 

movement, I am acutely aware of the 

influence my feminist professors have had on 

my writing. Under their teaching, I was 

trained to incorporate my own lived 
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experience into academic and professional 

work – to speak with my own voice. I believe 

this practice of personal engagement with the 

subject matter at issue enhances the 

transformative power of the work. I consider 

this to be one of many positive consequences 

of women gaining access to education, 

careers, and involvement in public discourse 

(Marchbank & Letherby, 2007). 

In the mid-nineties as an 

undergraduate student of Women’s Studies, I 

was introduced to feminism and a feminist 

definition of patriarchy. In the late nineties, I 

enrolled in a Gender Studies class that 

reiterated the earlier content I had been taught 

along with an added focus on gender roles, 

imbalance of power between the sexes, and a 

call for the deconstruction of patriarchal 

societal structures. Having studied scripture 

since the age of 11, I was familiar with the 

texts that detailed a familial and church order 

and design of male leadership. A feminist 

worldview juxtaposed with a Biblical 

worldview became the subject of much 

exploration in my personal study as I entered 

the world of work first as a Mental Health 

Clinician and later as a professor of 

psychology.  

During the years spanning 2000-2005, 

I conducted crisis behavioral health 

assessments primarily in two Medical Center 

emergency departments with some in ICU or 

medical floor admissions. A department of 11 

clinicians roughly averaged 400 assessments 

per month with ages of those assessed ranging 

from primary schoolers to geriatrics. The 

eight-page formal assessment forms used 

made no mention of gender or gender-related 

issues beyond inquiry concerning biological 

sex which was designated as either male or 

female. Patients were not presenting with 

symptoms of gender confusion or dysphoria. 

That is not to say they did not suffer from 

anything gender or gender-identity related, but 

it is significant to note that it was not 

mentioned; not on the professionally designed 

clinical assessment form nor by patients 

seeking treatment for a variety of mental 

health and substance abuse needs. 

When asked to teach Gender Studies in 

a Christian University a decade after 

completing a graduate degree in Education 

with a focus in Human Development and 

Psychology, I discovered in my course 

preparation a swift progression of gay and 

transgender rights, openness to and acceptance 

of notions of gender fluidity as well as an 

ever-growing number of genders had taken 

place. I had to regroup in order to make room 

for the rapidly evolving nature of the subject 

matter I would be tasked to teach. 

A bit of history is necessary for 

marking a starting point for this essay. The 

Women’s Rights also known as Women’s 

Suffrage Movement dates back to the 1800s 

and into the 1900s. Women rallied for the 

right to vote, to have equal access to 

education, employment, wages, to own 

property, to have custody of children, and to 

rights over her body (reproduction). This time 

period with these goals is known as first wave 

feminism (Pruitt, 2022).  

Second wave feminism of the 1960s 

and 1970s was a time of expansion of 

women’s rights with a heavy focus on 

deconstructing patriarchy and male leadership 

at home, in the church, and in society. A 

critique of this time period was detailed in a 

book titled The Feminist Mistake written by 

Mary Kassian. (2005). Following WWII, 

many women chose to live as wives and 

mothers instead of capitalizing on the gains of 

the first wave feminists. Second wave 

feminists saw the need to draw women into 

academia and into the workplace believing 

that to stay home as a wife and mother was to 

live subjugated lives underneath the authority 

of males, and they believed this thwarted a 

woman’s growth, impeding full development 

of potential.  

It is necessary to understand the 

methods and goals of second wave and radical 
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feminism in order to understand our current 

culture and the growing stress on developing 

children that is giving rise to higher rates of 

psychiatric symptoms (including identity 

issues), self-harming, and suicidal behavior. 

Consciousness-raising groups were designed 

for the purpose of making women aware of 

their oppression. Anger was intentionally 

stirred as to motivate women to rebel against 

male leadership and authority. Women were 

encouraged in groups to share their stories of 

discontent or maltreatment experiences with 

men in order to ratchet up hostility, stir 

division, and inspire change at home and 

beyond (Kassian, 2005). 

Kassian (2005) explains how women 

were taught that they had a right to name and 

define self, world, and God from a feminist 

philosophical perspective. This is where a 

complete deconstruction of family, church, 

and society began to take shape and laid the 

foundation for the rapid unraveling of familial 

relationships – the bedrock for formation of 

healthy gender identity. Women’s liberation 

of the ‘60, ‘70s and into the ‘80s included the 

sexual revolution which normalized sex 

outside of marriage, homosexuality, 

alternative forms of sexuality and abortion. 

Feminists called for women to be freed from 

the responsibility of raising children in order 

to become fully-functioning, fulfilled 

individuals. They called for the state to 

assume primary responsibility for the care of 

children. Some radical feminists spoke out 

against heterosexual relationships saying that 

to be a true feminist a women must also be a 

lesbian (Kassian, 2005).   

Queer theory was developed in the 

1990s as a critical theory emerging from 

women’s studies (Oxford Reference, n.d.). It 

offers theories and studies of gender and 

sexual practices other than heterosexual and 

challenges the long-standing acceptance of 

heterosexual desire and practice as normal.  In 

2015, gay marriage was legalized nationwide 

(Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015). As of February 

2022, there is an acknowledgement within 

American culture of at least 72 additional 

genders to male and female.  U.S. 

Government Health Institutions have not 

established an actual number of genders or 

gender identity/expressions. Instead, these 

institutions have expanded the scope of gender 

to be interpreted and expressed based on 

individual experience (Taylor, 2021). 

At this point, there is much 

information to digest and many questions that 

plead for wise and compassionate and true 

answers. I think we must go back to patriarchy 

and determine whether patriarchy is just a 

social construct made by man for the benefit 

of man, or whether it is something far greater. 

There is not only a worldview lens through 

which to try and discern these truths. There is 

a critical thinking argument to be made; one 

that does not require me to set aside who I am 

and how I was made as a woman.  

Is there a plausible argument to be 

made for God-designed male leadership for 

the protection, provision, and preservation of 

life? Only a male and female human being can 

unite together and create another life. The 

female body becomes pregnant, and her body 

nurtures the growing baby within her for 9 

months. During that time, her body goes 

through amazing, complex, and overwhelming 

changes including hormonal changes, body 

shape and size changes; sleeping becomes 

difficult; and then a baby is born. Labor and 

delivery are physically and emotionally 

painful and exhausting. A newborn is 

completely dependent on continual care in 

order to survive. The mother’s body is 

designed to provide nourishment for the 

newborn and feedings are required every 2-3 

hours for several weeks. Mother’s biology is a 

literal tie to the developing baby before birth 

and the life source for a considerable time 

period following birth. Given the biological 

reality of mother and child, is there need for a 

protector and provider? What about the 

emotional needs of children that extend 
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throughout childhood? Is there a need for 

support from those with whom the child 

shares attachment that is formed only through 

consistent relationship? Is it beneficial, even 

optimal, to have the two who came together to 

form the life present in a loving, ongoing, 

safe, committed relationship as the foundation 

for the formation of a child’s healthy sense of 

self?  

The feminist argument that men act as 

oppressors of women and that society was 

built by men in such a way as to keep women 

in a subjugated role denies the biological 

reality that calls for men and women to have 

different roles, and it denies the reality that not 

all men are oppressive in their relationships 

with women. Unfortunately, the men who 

have abused their roles as leaders or have 

misused their strength to harm instead of 

protecting have fueled the feminist movement 

and led to the demise of families. However, 

the misuse of male leadership by some in 

society does not demand the deconstruction of 

society or its institutions. 

Having studied child development, 

marriage, family, identity formation, 

psychological disorder, and well-being, I 

cannot ignore the correlation between the rise 

in gender and identity confusion, increase in 

adolescent psychological disorders and 

suicidality with the attempts to deconstruct all 

patriarchal societal structures, particularly the 

nuclear family and the church. The following 

gives a biblical picture of God-ordained male 

leadership in marriage. 

Ephesians illustrates the mutual 

subjugation under the Lordship of Christ as 

contrary to the societal perception that the 

woman is only subjugated to the man: “and be 

subject to one another in the fear of Christ” 

(Ephesians 5:21, NASV, 1971/2000).  

Ephesians 5:22-27 states: “Wives, be 

subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 

For the husband is the head of the wife, as 

Christ also is the head of the church, He 

Himself being the Savior of the body. But as 

the church is subject to Christ, so also the 

wives ought to be to their husbands in 

everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 

up for her, so that He might sanctify her, 

having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word, that He might present to 

Himself the church in all her glory, having no 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 

would be holy and blameless” (NASV, 

1971/2000).  In this passage of Ephesians, 

Paul is illustrating that the pinnacle of human 

existence is not the marriage relationship but 

that the pinnacle of human existence is the 

knowing and loving Christ.  In this way, 

marriage is pointing beyond itself.  In God’s 

design, marriage is a picture, a foretaste, of the 

relationship Christ has to the church: His 

relationship to His church.  

The verses that follow in Ephesians 

5:28-33 identify God’s design within the 

covenant of marriage: “So, husbands ought 

also to love their wives as their own bodies. 

He who loves his own wife loves himself; for 

no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 

and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the 

church, because we are members of His body. 

For this reason, a man shall leave his father 

and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh. This mystery 

is great; but I am speaking with reference to 

Christ and the church. Nevertheless, each 

individual among you also is to love his own 

wife even as himself, and the wife must see to 

it that she respects her husband” (NASV, 

1971/2000).  Foundational to well-being is 

care for the body just as care for the body of a 

spouse is foundational to the well-being of the 

marriage. Being made aware that as followers 

of Christ we are members of His body furthers 

the emphasis placed on the sacredness of the 

physical body. 

The Genesis account of the creation of 

the first humans tells us that God made both 

males and females in His own image. He 

made Adam first and then from Adam He 
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made Eve, “…a helper, suitable for him.” God 

knew that Adam could not fulfill his God-

given task alone and two were brought 

together as complements.  God gave to them 

land and animals to tend, and He gave them 

the additional purpose of multiplying. As 

already stated, only the woman’s body could 

grow, birth, and nourish the young so the 

needful protection and provision of the three 

fell to the man. The role to oversee and lead 

was assigned to the one designed for it just as 

the role to carry, birth, and nourish the child 

was assigned to the one made, in part, to fulfill 

that purpose. The entirety of the design 

reflects characteristics of The Designer and 

flourishes with life – all of which He gives 

(NASV, 1971/2000). 
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It is particularly important that these 

matters be parsed out in detail at this time 

because it is central to God’s story which is 

under attack from almost all fronts. For 

Christ’s believers and followers, our handling 

of matters of gender and the body are matters 

foundational to our faith. For those in 

professions that tend to physical, mental, 

emotional, or spiritual health, all matters of 

the body are pertinent matters. Recent 

consensus among health professionals is that 

physical and mental health are deeply 

interwoven so matters of identity are critical to 

all areas of a person’s life. The consensus 

among health professionals has a longstanding 

acceptance of the profound impact 

relationships have on health and well-being. 

Evidence could not be more convincing that as 

we deconstruct the nuclear family we are 

falling further and further into disorder and 

chaos. Higher rates of substance abuse, 

addiction, psychological disorders – 

particularly personality and gender identity 

disorders – validate the need for cultural 

correction.  

As the lines blur that have 

distinguished biological differences between 

the sexes and the natural roles that flow from 

them for millennia, boys and young men as 

well as girls and young women are finding it 

ever more difficult to form healthy gender 

identity and stable personality structures. 

Instability in the home was one of the first 

consequences of second wave feminism. The 

progression from there has brought us to this 

time and place where even the most sound and 

essential parts of personhood, who one is as a 

boy or girl, has become as shifting sand 

leaving them vulnerable to all manner of 

psychological suffering and insecurity. The 

additional stress of oversexualization; 

acceptance, promotion, and celebration of sex 

outside of committed, long-term, 

monogamous relationships has furthered the 

problem of psychological disorders. It is now 

commonplace for young people to self-harm 

as they struggle to cope.  
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Rather than attaining a goal of equally 

valuing all people, feminism has resulted in a 

devaluing of the body, devaluing the 

significance of being a man or a woman, 

devaluing the sacredness of the male-female 

bond and the marvel of new life creation that 

is gifted only to that special union. Many lives 

have been lost to abortion because of the gains 

of feminism. Many marriages never 

materialized and many more dissolved in 

divorce as marriage was characterized as 

another product of patriarchy rather than 

cherished as a gift from God.  

It is hard to conclude an essay 

attempting to highlight the connections 

between patriarchy, gender, and worldview 

given the sensitive nature of the subject 

matter. The pain and suffering of human 

beings in relationship to their bodies, their 

identities, and to others is profound. The need 

for an honest and wise accounting of where 

we are as a culture and how we got here is 

apparent when we simply read the daily news 

headlines. Even for people who are not of the 

Christian faith, the matters herein addressed 

touch their lives as we are all connected as 

part of the human family. Essential for all to 

understand a Christian perspective on the 

body, these words from scripture clarify: 

…do you not know that your body is a 

temple of The Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and 

that you are not your own? For you 

have been bought with a price: 

therefore, glorify God in your body (1 

Corinthians 6:19-20, NASV, 

1971/2000). 

The Biblical worldview clarifies that male 

leadership was God-ordained for purposes of 

care, protection, and provision. Loving 

stewardship over family was and is a gift from 

God. All relationships are to be honorable in 

reverence to God by living out the command 

to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 

22:39, NASV, 1971/2000). Marriage is to 

reflect the love of God and Christ’s oneness 

with God and the church (Ephesians 5). 

“Children are a gift of the Lord, the fruit of the 

womb is a reward” (Psalm 127:3, NASV, 

1971/2000).  

No wonder these precious gifts, our 

children, are struggling to find their value and 

identity in a world that sees them as burdens 

rather than blessings and tells them they are 

assigned an identity rather than that they were 

wonderfully made by a God who purposely 

knit them together with an identity He chose 

just for them (Psalm 139:13-16). No wonder 

they feel insecure and unsure of who they are 

when the world denies their inherent value and 

questions the significance of their bodies’ 

design. May we have the courage to speak 

truth in love – to herald the message of hope 

and a future that our Creator has planned for 

us and penned for us through the prophet 

Jeremiah so long ago (Jeremiah 29:11). 
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International Megan’s Law 
Overview: A Law 

Enforcement Officer’s 

Perspective 

By Jameson DeNagel 

Liberty University 

Crimes against children and other sexual 

offenses have been around for centuries. As a 

result of these crimes and man’s sinful nature, 

human trafficking and child exploitation are 

prevalent throughout the world and the United 

States. In 2019, there were more than 26,300 

endangered runaways reported to the National 

Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

(NCMEC), one in six were likely victims of 

child sex trafficking. Also, in 2019, there were 

over 4,585 human trafficking victims reported 

to NCMEC. Of these 4,585 victims, 3,736 

were female and 1,061were minors (Child sex 

trafficking, 2020). Prior to 1994, sex offender 

laws and policies in the United States were not 

sufficient. It took the tragic sexually motived 

murders of several children before the 

problem of sex offenders and their 

whereabouts were taken seriously on a policy 

level. These murders involving sex offenders 

and their child victims led to landmark cases 

that influenced sex offender policies within 

the United States. Laws that were created as a 

result of these landmark cases included the 

Jacob Wetterling Act, Megan's Law, and the 

Adam Wash Child Protection and Safety Act. 

These heartbreaking cases have shaped the 

United States sex offender laws as we know 

them today. Criminological theories can help 

us understand why sexual crimes take place 

and how these crimes influence U.S. policies. 

This writer believes a Christ-centered 

perspective combined with integrated 

criminological theories will someday prove 

the most effective way to address the complex 

issues of sexual offending.  

 

Jacob Wetterling-1994 Wetterling Act 

The murder of Jacob Wetterling took 

place in St. Joseph, MN, in 1989. Jacob, his 

brother, and a family friend were traveling 

home after renting a movie from a local 

convenience store. The boys were being 

followed in a vehicle by sex offender Danny 

Heinrich. Heinrich stopped the boys, held 

them at gunpoint, and then ran off Jacob’s 

brother and family friend. Heinrich then 

forced Jacob into his vehicle and drove him to 

a remote location where he molested and 

murdered him. Jacob’s murder led to the 

Wetterling Act of 1994, which established 

standards for all 50 states to register sex 

offenders (Farley, 2008). 
 

Megan Kanka-1996 Megan’s Law 

The tragic murder of Megan Kanka 

has also helped shape U.S sex offender laws. 

In 1994, seven-year-old Megan was living in a 

small town in the Hamilton Township of New 

Jersey (deBaca, 2016). Unbeknownst to 

Megan and her family, a two-time sex 

offender, Jesse Timmendequas, moved in 

across the street from her. One day while 

Megan was playing outside, Timmendequas 

enticed her into his home where he raped and 

murdered her. Megan's murder led to Megan's 

law in 1996, which allowed for the public 

release of sex offender information so 

communities could become aware when an 

offender moves into the neighborhood 

(Congress, 2016). 
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