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Crimes against children and other sexual 

offenses have been around for centuries. As a 

result of these crimes and man’s sinful nature, 

human trafficking and child exploitation are 

prevalent throughout the world and the United 

States. In 2019, there were more than 26,300 

endangered runaways reported to the National 

Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

(NCMEC), one in six were likely victims of 

child sex trafficking. Also, in 2019, there were 

over 4,585 human trafficking victims reported 

to NCMEC. Of these 4,585 victims, 3,736 

were female and 1,061were minors (Child sex 

trafficking, 2020). Prior to 1994, sex offender 

laws and policies in the United States were not 

sufficient. It took the tragic sexually motived 

murders of several children before the 

problem of sex offenders and their 

whereabouts were taken seriously on a policy 

level. These murders involving sex offenders 

and their child victims led to landmark cases 

that influenced sex offender policies within 

the United States. Laws that were created as a 

result of these landmark cases included the 

Jacob Wetterling Act, Megan's Law, and the 

Adam Wash Child Protection and Safety Act. 

These heartbreaking cases have shaped the 

United States sex offender laws as we know 

them today. Criminological theories can help 

us understand why sexual crimes take place 

and how these crimes influence U.S. policies. 

This writer believes a Christ-centered 

perspective combined with integrated 

criminological theories will someday prove 

the most effective way to address the complex 

issues of sexual offending.  

 

Jacob Wetterling-1994 Wetterling Act 

The murder of Jacob Wetterling took 

place in St. Joseph, MN, in 1989. Jacob, his 

brother, and a family friend were traveling 

home after renting a movie from a local 

convenience store. The boys were being 

followed in a vehicle by sex offender Danny 

Heinrich. Heinrich stopped the boys, held 

them at gunpoint, and then ran off Jacob’s 

brother and family friend. Heinrich then 

forced Jacob into his vehicle and drove him to 

a remote location where he molested and 

murdered him. Jacob’s murder led to the 

Wetterling Act of 1994, which established 

standards for all 50 states to register sex 

offenders (Farley, 2008). 
 

Megan Kanka-1996 Megan’s Law 

The tragic murder of Megan Kanka 

has also helped shape U.S sex offender laws. 

In 1994, seven-year-old Megan was living in a 

small town in the Hamilton Township of New 

Jersey (deBaca, 2016). Unbeknownst to 

Megan and her family, a two-time sex 

offender, Jesse Timmendequas, moved in 

across the street from her. One day while 

Megan was playing outside, Timmendequas 

enticed her into his home where he raped and 

murdered her. Megan's murder led to Megan's 

law in 1996, which allowed for the public 

release of sex offender information so 

communities could become aware when an 

offender moves into the neighborhood 

(Congress, 2016). 
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Adam Walsh-2006 Adam Wash Child  

Protection and Safety Act 

Most people in the United States are 

familiar with the story of Adam Walsh. In 

1981, Adam Walsh was abducted from a 

shopping mall, sexually assaulted, and brutally 

murdered (Best, 1987). Adam's horrific death 

led to the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 

Safety Act of 2006, which established sex 

offender guidelines. Title 1 of the Walsh Act 

is SORNA. SORNA provides a 

comprehensive set standard for sex offender 

registration and notification in the United 

States (SORNA, n.d.). Adam's father, John 

Walsh, is an advocate for law enforcement. He 

hosted the show “America’s Most Wanted” to 

assist law enforcement in bringing violent 

criminals to justice. Speaking from 

experience, the writer can attest that SORNA 

allows criminal investigators, such as Deputy 

U.S. Marshals, to investigate sex offender 

registration violations that include but are not 

limited to International Megan’s law 

violations. SORNA and IML will be discussed 

in further detail later in the paper.  
 

Sexual Offending 

A sex offender can be defined as 

someone who commits sexual crimes such as 

child molestation, exhibitionism, incest, rape, 

and voyeurism (Griffin & West, 2006). 

Legislators have been trying to address the 

issue of sexual offenders for many years. 

Sample (2006) discussed notes that were 

written by criminologist Edwin Sutherland in 

the late 1930s. These notes described that 

states would address high-profile sex crimes, 

especially those involving children, by 

adopting sexual psychopath laws (as cited in 

Sutherland, 1950a). At the time, these laws 

moved away from punishment toward a 

treatment and commitment approach 

(Sutherland, 1950). Based on this writer’s 

experience as a law enforcement officer, in 

today’s society both punishment and treatment 

are used during sentencing. Behavior 

treatments can be applied by recognizing 

cognitive distortions, cognitive restructuring, 

and behavior modification (Griffin & West, 

2006). From this writer’s experience in 

judicial proceedings, sex offenders can be 

civilly committed, incarcerated, or monitored 

through a probation officer. 

Many factors can influence the 

likelihood of someone becoming a sexual 

predator and offender. Sexual abuse and 

victimization during childhood along with 

other inappropriate sexual socialization can 

negatively influence someone's perception of 

sex. This inappropriate socialization can 

potentially lead to the commission of similar 

behavior from that potential child victim. Past 

empirical research has shown that sexual 

abuse can negatively affect the sexual 

behavior and functioning of child victims and 

adults who were abused as children 

(Tharinger, 1990). The socialization of sex 

can be derived from peers, friends, media, and 

experimentation. Research has shown that 

children may report feelings of depression, 

guilt, inferiority, suicide, anxiety, and tension 

as the psychological effects of sexual abuse 

(Bartol & Bartol, 2017).  Some research 

supports that sexual abuse in childhood can 

produce long-term psychological problems. 

Studies have shown that sexual abuse 

victimization during childhood can produce 

deviant sexual behavior from the victim 

during adulthood. A 2002 study by David 

Burton found that male delinquents who were 

sexually abused as children were more likely 

to participate in sexual crimes (McGrath et al., 

2011). Burton (2002) also found that offenders 

who were sexually abused during childhood 

were more likely to target younger children as 

their victims (as cited in McGrath et al., 

2011). These individuals who were sexually 

victimized as children and who now target 

children to victimize are known as pedophiles 

(Bartol & Bartol, 2017). Continued research is 

needed in the area of child sexual abuse and 

the relation to adult criminal offending.  
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Current legislation and Sex Offender Tiers 

According to Smart.gov (2016), there 

were no federal laws before 1994 governing 

sex offender registration and notification in 

the United States. From 1996 to 2003, 

Congress passed bills to address the issues and 

strengthen provisions of the Wetterling Act 

(“Legislative history,” n.d.). SORNA is Title 1 

of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and 

Safety Act of 2006, Public Law 109-249. One 

of the main functions of SORNA is to 

incorporate a set of minimum standards for 

sex offender registration and notification in 

the United States (SORNA, n.d.). Federal law 

requires all states to maintain and publish 

information concerning sex offenders on the 

National Sex Offender Registry. SORNA 

requires that sex offenders be classified into 

one of three tiers based on their offense 

conviction. Tier I sex offenders are convicted 

of the “least serious” offenses. These 

offenders are required to register for 15 years 

and renew their registration annually 

(McPherson, 2007, p.2). Tier II sex offenders 

are required to register for 25 years and renew 

their registration every six months. Typically, 

offenders in this tier will have the following 

offenses: 

• offenses involving the use of minors 

in prostitution 

• offenses against minors involving 

sexual contact 

• offenses involving the use of a minor 

in a sexual performance  

• offenses involving the production or 

distribution of child pornography  

(McPherson, 2007, p.2). 

Tier III offenders are required to 

register for life and renew their 

registration quarterly. Crimes 

committed in this tier are punishable 

by more than one year in prison 

(McPherson, 2007, p.2). Offenders 

who fall into this tier may have 

committed the following acts:  

• sexual acts with another by force or 

threat 

• engaging in a sex act with another 

who has been rendered unconscious or 

involuntarily drugged, or who is 

otherwise incapable of 

appraising the nature of the conduct or 

declining to participate 

• sexual acts with a child under the age 

of 12 

• nonparental kidnapping of a minor 

(McPherson, 2007, p.2). 

Not all states are SORNA compliant. Many 

states use their statutes to enforce sex offender 

registration (McPherson, 2007). Today there 

are approximately 18 states in the U.S. that are 

substantially implemented SORNA 

(“SMART,” 2020). Additionally, some states 

do not utilize IML language in their state 

statutes, making it difficult to prosecute 

noncompliant registered sex offenders for 

failing to notify of international travel.  
 

Americans’ Perception of Sex Crimes and  

Crimes Against Children  

This author believes most people 

would agree that sexual crimes against 

children are one of the most horrific criminal 

acts. A 2008 study by Mears, Mancini, Gertz, 

& Bratton examined public views on sex 

crimes and policy. Their research indicated 

that federal and state policymakers take 

aggressive measures when addressing sex 

crimes against children. The authors examined 

data from a national telephone survey to 

Americans to explore these public views. The 

study compiled data from American adults 

aged 18 and older and was conducted from 

November 9, 2006, through January 6, 2007. 

The phone survey addressed questions with a 

focus on whether sex crimes should be a top 

policy priority. The results showed that 54% 

of the American public strongly agreed that 

sex crimes should be a top priority, and 94% 

supported public policy efforts to target sex 

crimes. The authors also found that an 

overwhelming number of Americans 
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supported three common strategies to address 

sex offenses to include registries, sex offender 

living restrictions, and incarceration (Mears et 

al., 2008). Finally, the authors believed that 

future public opinion research can 

constructively inform and influence policy 

regarding sex offenders. 

 

Current Legislation and International  

Megan’s Law Background 

The United States Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) the Homeland 

Security Investigations (HSI) created 

Operation Angel Watch in 2007. Operation 

Angel Watch is managed by the Immigration 

Customs Enforcement (ICE) Cyber Crimes 

Center and is a joint proactive effort with 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the 

United States Marshals Service (USMS) to 

monitor and vet registered offenders with 

previous convictions involving sexual crimes 

against children (“Ice authorized,” 2016). On 

February 8, 2016, Congress passed, and 

President Obama signed International Megan's 

Law to prevent child exploitation through the 

advance notification of traveling sex 

offenders. The law mandated that all 

“covered” sex offenders be issued passports 

bearing the IML endorsement identifying 

them as sex offenders (deBaca, 2016). A 

“covered” sex offender is an offender 

convicted of a crime against a child (“Statute 

in Review,” 2016). This law also formalized 

the creation of the Angel Watch Center which 

was formally known as Operation Angel 

Watch (Congress, 2016). 

In 2016, this law also formalized the 

creation of the Angel Watch Center (AWC), 

which is responsible for the monitoring and 

vetting of these covered registered sex 

offenders who travel internationally. The 

United States Homeland Security 

Investigations (HSI) continues to work in 

conjunction with the United States Marshals 

Service (USMS), Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), and U.S. Department of 

State (DOS) to make sure proper notification 

is delivered to the destination country of 

registered sex offenders who are traveling 

internationally (deBaca, 2016). Agents and 

analysts within the AWC compare flight 

passenger data against the National Sex 

Offender Registry (NSOR) to identify covered 

offenders traveling internationally (“Ice 

authorized,” 2016). Once a covered offender 

is identified, notification is provided to the sex 

offender's destination country. The decision 

on whether to allow the offender to enter the 

country resides solely with that country 

(deBaca, 2016).  

As one who investigates failure to 

register and IML offenses by convicted sex 

offenders, this writer has personally seen 

passports bearing the IML endorsement. The 

endorsement can be found on the very last 

page of the passport. The endorsement reads, 

“The bearer was convicted of a sex offense 

against a minor, and is a covered sex offender 

pursuant to 22 USC 212(C)(1)” (“Statute in 

Review,” 2016). It’s this writer’s opinion that 

the IML passport endorsement/identifier is a 

useful tool. It provides Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP) agents an opportunity to do 

more thorough searches of the offender’s 

property, and to make sure he/she is not 

carrying any contraband that could indicate 

child exploitation. The drawback is that the 

endorsement is on the very last page of the 

passport. If the CBP agent is not doing their 

due diligence, it could get overlooked. Some 

researchers believe that the passport identifier 

creates duplicative incentives for self-

reporting. They argue that the sex offender 

already has to communicate the international 

travel to U.S. officials because they are held 

criminally liable for not reporting (Cull, 

2018).  

This writer’s experience with 

conducting IML investigations has shown that 

many of these offenders are not familiar with 

the 2016 IML policy and as a result, do not 

notify their local jurisdiction of their intended 
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travel. The sex offender passport endorsement 

is in place to identify these individuals who 

may otherwise slip through the cracks as they 

attempt to travel. Some researchers believe 

these passport endorsements could facilitate 

sex trafficking and tourism by labeling these 

individuals as sex offenders. This writer 

agrees that labeling can influence crime, 

however, in the case of traveling sex 

offenders, the passport endorsement process is 

a necessary step in preventing future crime. 
 

Theories to Explain Sexual Behavior  

 

Labeling Theories 

As briefly mentioned above, labeling 

can influence delinquency and sexual 

misconduct. In 1938, Frank Tannenbaum 

came up with the concept of "labeling theory" 

of crime concerning conflicts between youths 

and adults in urban neighborhoods. In 1951, 

Lemert presented the general theory of 

deviance that incorporated the basic labeling 

process. Lemert defined a “primary deviant” 

as someone who engages in deviant behavior, 

thus causing that behavior to generate a 

negative label. Other researchers have found 

that many individuals who commit criminal 

acts do not view themselves as criminals and 

do not associate with a criminal self-image 

(Bernard et al., 2016). Some criminals 

downplay or neutralize their behavior by using 

five techniques: 

1) Denial of responsibility: The 

mindset that it’s not their fault 

2) Denial of Injury: The mentality 

that victims can afford it 

3) Denial of victims: The victim 

had it coming 

4) Condemnation of condemners: 

“Everyone is crooked anyway” 

(Bernard et al., 2016).  

Researchers William Mingus and Keri 

Burchfield examined the social-psychological 

consequences associated with being 

stigmatized as a sex offender. They found that 

once a person is labeled a deviant, that person 

may be denied essential life opportunities 

because of this stigma.  If these life 

opportunities are denied, the person will have 

a greater propensity to repeat his deviant 

behaviors. To test their hypothesis, these 

researchers administered a modified labeling 

theory surveying 150 sex offenders. Their 

research concluded that the more a sex 

offender fears devaluation or discrimination, 

the more likely he/she is to avoid activities 

that could facilitate social reintegration 

(Mingus & Burchfield, 2012). Mingus & 

Burchfield (2012) stated, “The collateral 

consequences of severely stigmatizing sex 

offenders after their release from prison can 

lead to maladaptive coping strategies that 

exacerbate the very social issues which may 

have precipitated offending behaviors (p. 

100).” 

In reference to sex offender policy 

implications, Mingus & Burchfield (2012) 

believe it’s important to understand how 

labeling can create a stigma that affects 

offenders attempting to reintegrate into 

society. Many studies have shown that 

successful societal reintegration through 

healthy social activities can reduce recidivism. 

They claim that when stigma and shame are 

too heavily applied, reintegration can be 

affected due to the fear of being devalued or 

discriminated against (Mingus & Burchfield, 

2012). 

 

Differential Association Theory 

Several criminological theories can 

help explain the need for laws and policies 

such as International Megan’s Law. 

Sutherland’s Differential Association Theory 

subscribes to the idea that criminal behavior is 

learned. Sutherland's claim is that crime and 

delinquency are caused by associations we 

have with other people. His theory has two 

basic elements: cognitive and associations. 

Cognitive elements are ideas that can 

encompass techniques for committing a crime 
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to include motives, drives, rationalizations, 

attitudes, and definitions that are favorable to 

law violations. The second element relates to 

the associations of individuals with intimate 

personal groups. Sutherland looks to George 

Mead's argument is that people act based on 

predetermined meaning for things and these 

meanings determine behavior (Bernard et al., 

2016). 

As referenced above, this writer would 

argue that the learned behavior of sexual 

abuse as a child can produce a distorted 

"meaning" of sex. This learned behavior and 

distorted meaning could influence a once-

victim of sexual abuse to become a sexual 

abuser when they reach adulthood. According 

to an article by McGrath, Nilsen, & Kerley 

(2011), some research has established that 

individuals who have been sexually molested 

as children have a greater chance of resulting 

to intimate partner violence as an adult (as 

cited in Bassuck et al., 2006; Widom, 1989). 

Other biological, biosocial, and environmental 

factors can influence the likelihood of child 

sex abuse. A couple of these factors include 

the victim's age and socioeconomic status. 

Other research from McGrath et al. (2011) 

indicated that juveniles between the ages of 12 

and 17 made up 81 % of victims in national 

estimates (as cited in Snyder, 2000). Also, 

children in families with a household income 

of less than $10,000 are more likely to become 

victims of child sexual abuse (Finkelhor et al. 

2008, as cited in McGrath et al., 2011]. 

Regarding IML, some of these offenders could 

be traveling internationally to victimize young 

children, just as they were victimized during 

their youth. The IML allows law enforcement 

to monitor and vet these offenders before 

travel.  
 

Control Theories 

Control theories are one of the many 

criminological theories that can be associated 

with sexual offending. In 1990, Michael 

Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi presented the 

“General Theory of Crime” that maintains the 

concept that low self-control leads to 

delinquency and crime. The self-control and 

social control theories are the same and fall 

under the general theory of crime. Self and 

social control theories look at an individual’s 

early childhood events before crime and 

delinquency became apparent. Gottfredson 

and Hirschi contributed that low self-control 

can be a result of ineffective child-rearing 

(Bernard et al., 2016). This author believes 

with certainty that suffering from sexual abuse 

during childhood would qualify as ineffective 

child-rearing. This ineffective child-rearing 

may result in low self-control and could lead 

to the deviant behavior of sexual offending. 

One criticism of control theories such as the 

self-control theory is that it doesn’t account 

for all the complexities of criminal behavior. 

This writer agrees there are plenty of other 

factors and theories that contribute to sexual 

deviance, thus also affecting sex offender 

policies. Another theory that can explain 

sexual deviance is strain theory. 

An article by Kruttschnitt, Uggen, & 

Shelton (2006) looked at the predictors of 

desistance among sex offenders. The authors 

found that an increase in age produces a 

decline in crime concerning sex offenders. 

The study also found that some sex offenders 

with "positive attachments," such as stable 

work history, and those who participate in sex 

offender treatment show a decline in 

reoffending (Kruttschnitt et al., 2006). 

Research has indicated that juveniles are less 

likely to engage in delinquent behavior if they 

have formed positive attachments with others 

and are active with conventual activities 

(Bernard et al., 2016). Research also indicates 

that sex offenders on probation do not 

typically re-offend within five years, and if 

they re-offend, it’s not usually a sex crime. 

They found that offenders do well in the 

community with supervision, treatment, and 

stable employment. Finally, the authors found 

that convicted sex offenders who experience 

both formal and informal social controls are 
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more likely to abstain from their previous 

deviant behavior (Kruttschnitt et al., 2006).  

In this writer’s experience, sex 

offender re-offending can happen just by 

failing to update sex offender registration or 

failure to notify of international travel (IML). 

This failure to update registration after 

changing the state of residence is not a new 

sexual crime, but it is a felony offense within 

federal law. These registration laws are in 

place to deter future sexual deviance by 

requiring the offender to maintain a known 

and constant residence. IML and SORNA 

require registered sex offenders to notify their 

local law enforcement jurisdiction within 21 

days prior to travel (SORNA, n.d.). This time 

allows the DHS AWC and USMS to check the 

registration status of the traveling offender. 

This time also allows analysts to check for 

warrants, analyze travel patterns, and check 

open media sources to vet the offender for 

previous convictions against a child and 

possible purposes of their travel. Once vetted, 

the AWC determines if the sex offender was 

convicted for a crime against a child and if 

there is a need for notification to be sent to the 

intended destination country (deBaca, 2016). 
 

Strain Theories 

Strain theories can also be used to help 

explain sexual deviance. Robert Agnew 

proposed a "general strain theory" that argued 

that negative relationships generate negative 

emotions in a person and eventually lead to 

crime. Agnew stated these negative 

relationships can impose on another person 

something that is "noxious" or unwanted. 

Agnew associates negative emotions of 

disappointment, depression, fear, and anger 

with the strain. General strain theory has been 

popular for researchers who are testing 

criminology theories that focus on sex 

offending and other types of crimes (Bernard 

et al., 2016). 

A 2012 study by Alissa Ackerman and 

Megan Sacks looks at general strain theory to 

explain recidivism among registered sex 

offenders. The two researchers mailed surveys 

to 3,506 sex offenders within Nebraska, 

Kansas, and Montana. The survey questions 

related to strain theories about registration and 

community notification that may have resulted 

in anger, depression, or criminal behavior. The 

findings supported the general strain theory as 

an explanatory element of sex offender 

recidivism. They found that recidivism is 

more likely among younger respondents and 

those offenders who report a higher level of 

strain. They also found that negative emotions 

may impact crime. Those offenders who 

reported high anger were more likely to re-

offend, while those with depression were less 

likely to re-offend. Ackerman & Sacks 

advocate that governments should be looking 

for evidence-based policies that are designed 

to decrease recidivism. They believe 

evidenced-based treatments at the policy level 

will mitigate dynamic risk factors. 

Additionally, they would advocate for only 

placing the highest risk offenders on state 

registries. Finally, they stated that 

psychological practitioners should pay 

attention to stress and anger indicators among 

their sex offender clients. The combination of 

effective treatment with an evidence-based 

approach may decrease recidivism rates 

(Ackerman & Sacks, 2012). 

 

Christ Centered-Perspective  

As mentioned in the introductory 

paragraph, sexual crimes have been around for 

centuries due to the sinful nature of man. 

International Megan’s Law and other sex 

offender laws and policies are put in place to 

protect the children and communities against 

these heinous crimes. The Bible warns and 

says, 

If anyone causes one of these little 

ones- “those who believe in me” to 

stumble, it would be better for them to 

have a large millstone hung around 

their neck and to be drowned in the 

depths of the sea. (Holy Bible, New 
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International Version, 1973/2011, 

Matthew 18:6) 

The Bible is full of deviant behavior and 

horrific crimes that are usually followed by 

Godly warnings. The Bible reminds us to obey 

God and his marriage covenant, and 

Deuteronomy 22 warns about sexual 

violations of this covenant and states, “But if 

out in the country a man happens to meet a 

young woman pledged to be married and rapes 

her, only the man who has done this shall die” 

(Holy Bible, New International Version, 

1973/2011, Deuteronomy 22:25) One example 

of a Biblical story involving sexual offending 

can be found in the book of Judges. Judges 

chapter 19 tells the story of a Levite and his 

concubine. The Levite and concubine were 

traveling to Ephraim and stopped at a home in 

the town of Gibeah for the night to rest. The 

Bible states,  

While they were enjoying themselves, 

some of the wicked men from the city 

surrounded the house. Pounding on the 

door, they shouted to the old man who 

owned the house, bring out the man 

who came to your house so we can 

have sex with him. (Holy Bible, New 

International Version, 1973/2011, 

Judges 19:22) 

The Bible goes on to describe that the Levite 

sent his concubine out to appease the wicked 

men. The concubine was then raped and 

abused throughout the night. When morning 

came, the Levite put his concubine on his 

donkey, took her home, and then brutally 

murdered he (Holy Bible, New International 

Version, 1973/2011, Judges 19:1-30). 

The above passages describe the 

wickedness and selfishness of mankind. God 

commands us to obey the governing 

authorities and uses multiple passages 

instructing people to obey these laws. The 

Bible says, “Let everyone be subject to the 

governing authorities, for there is no authority 

except that which God has established” (Holy 

Bible, New International Version, 1973/2011, 

Romans 13:1). Additionally, while Jesus is 

giving his sermon on the Mount, he describes 

that keep the peace are blessed by God. The 

Holy Bible states, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers for they will be called children 

of God” (Holy Bible, New International 

Version, 1973/2011, Matthew 5:9). This 

writer interprets this passage as law 

enforcement officials having responsibility as 

peacemakers to protect God’s children and 

uphold the law of the land. As an officer of the 

law, one of this writer’s favorite passages of 

scripture is Proverbs 21:15-18: 

When justice is done, it brings joy to 

the righteous but terror to evildoers. 

Whoever strays from the path of 

prudence comes to rest in the company 

of the dead. Whoever loves pleasure 

will become poor; whoever loves wine 

and olive oil will never be rich. The 

wicked become a ransom for the 

righteous, and the unfaithful for the 

upright. (Holy Bible, New 

International Version, 1973/2011, 

Proverbs 21:15-18) 

This author can attest from personal 

experience that the above passages can be a 

great motivator to continue the endless fight 

against crime.  

Many law enforcement officers and 

policymakers know that the task of fighting 

crime and protecting communities cannot be 

accomplished without the help of the holy 

trinity. The battles against evil and crime must 

be approached from a Christ-centered 

perspective. The Holy Bible says in the book 

of Ephesians to “put on the full armor of God 

so that you can take your stand against the 

devil’s schemes” (Holy Bible, New 

International Version, 1973/2011, Ephesians 

6:11). Although we as humans may win 

individual battles again crime and evil, the 

war will likely not be won until Christ’s 

return. 
 

Integrated Theories and Conclusion 
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In conclusion, governmental policies 

to protect communities were put into place 

after the tragic murders of children like Megan 

Kanka, Jacob Wetterling, and Adam Walsh. 

These laws and policies continue to be 

updated to reflect the best punitive and 

restorative methods available when addressing 

sex offenders and their crimes. The study of 

criminological theories such as the few 

mentioned above is a key component in 

addressing the issues of crime and sexual 

offenses. Many of the theories discussed 

above overlap and complement other theories 

not mentioned in this paper. Sex offenders are 

not easily identified through a single 

criminological theory. From this writer’s 

experience, these offenders can come from 

any socioeconomic status and have different 

psychological, biosocial, and environmental 

backgrounds. Some criminologists argue that 

combined theories will be more powerful and 

can explain variations in crime. Research 

suggests that there is a movement in 

criminology toward becoming increasingly 

interdisciplinary when integrating these 

theories (Bernard et al., 2016). This writer 

believes the best way to address the criminal 

act of sexual offending would be to consider 

an interdisciplinary integrated theory but to 

also take a Christ-centered perspective while 

using the integrated theoretical approach. 
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Take a trip with me and look at the 

ongoing pandemic and how it has changed the 

social behaviors we see in our society. 

Lockdowns essentially in every type of 

gathering place, stay-at-home procedures 

instituted to prevent the spread of the virus, 

have required many families and couples to 

reside in much closer and continual contact 

than usual. This push to control the virus has 

impacted everyone in some form or fashion. 

No matter if you are a small child craving a 

good school day, an adult living alone, a 

college student wanting to experience campus 

life, a senior adult who loves to play Bingo, or 

simply someone thinking about marriage, 

married, or divorced. Here I want you to focus 

on how marriages have been impacted during 

“COVID” pandemic times compared to 

present challenges. Could marriage become 

obsolete in the future?  
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