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The book I Think You’re Wrong (but 

I’m Listening): a guide to grace-filled political 

conversations offers practical solutions and 

thoughtful advice about how to engage in 

political discussions. Sarah Stewart Holland 

and Beth Silvers wrote this book to address 

the current political climate where 

conversations about politics have become 

“toxic and hopeless” (xi) The authors examine 

the sensational nature of the news, the ugly 

and hate-filled social media memes, and the 

exhaustion caused by the constant political 

rancor.  Holland and Silvers note that “People 

we sit in the pew with every Sunday have 

begun to feel like strangers, and loved ones 

sitting across our dinner tables have begun to 

feel like enemies.” (xi) This problem has 

become so bad, they say, that many 

Americans have chosen to ignore the political 

world rather than having to face our current 

divisive, argumentative milieu.   

Holland and Silvers offer this book as 

part of the solution rather than accepting the 
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inevitability of our present negative political 

environment. Both Holland and Silvers are 

Christians. Discussions of faith and values 

come up frequently in the book. For example, 

they draw from Colossians 3:12 as they 

implore the reader to “put on a heart of 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 

and patience” and apply these biblical 

principles to political conversations. (xi-xii). 

The authors ask Americans to reject the 

current situation which they see as a choice 

and instead “… engage with respect and 

empathy… give grace, and be vulnerable 

when discussing the issues that affect your 

family, your church, and your country.” (xii)  

While covering weighty topics, this book is 

not intended as an academic treatise but rather 

as a “virtual kitchen table.” (xiv) The authors 

stress that they are not professional pundits 

but were friends who found themselves on 

opposite sides of the political aisle. After 

starting a podcast and discussing politics at 

length, they decided to write this book.  Not 

surprisingly, the tone is conversational and the 

book is designed to create dialogue. Each 

chapter ends with a section called “Continue 

the Conversation’ designed to have the readers 

do just that.  

The authors divided the book into two 

sections. The first section called “Start with 

You” naturally deals with each individual 

reader’s personal response to political issues. 

Holland and Silvers challenge the reader to 

examine their own beliefs and values in order 

to “face our weaknesses, mistakes, and 

limitations with humility and grace.” (xvi)  

They encourage us to remain engaged in 

politics while rejecting the partisanship that 

dominates our current culture. In chapter 2 

“Take off your Jersey” Holland and Silvers 

argue that many people’s political associations 

are similar to sports’ fans who view politics as 

a battle for their team’s victory. Instead, they 

suggest we attempt to move beyond these 

associations. According to Holland and 

Silvers, “There is nothing inherently wrong 

with group affiliation. But there is something 

tremendously wrong with prioritizing our 

differences over our sameness and abdicating 

our personal responsibility to independently 

consider and act on issues in favor of 

following the group’s checklist.” (47)   

Instead of simply cheering for your 

own political team, the book proposes that the 

reader carefully consider their fundamental 

values with the goal of discovering nuanced 

political positions and thoughtful policy 

agendas. Policy conversations are often absent 

from the national conversation, they argue, 

because the focus is instead on political 

victories. The authors implore us to keep 

perspective on the role of the government and 

not elevate it to an unnatural position. While 

some view the government, as the cause of, 

and/or solution to all our problems the book 

recommends that we recognize that change 

often comes from other institutions such as 

family and church. Identifying the proper 

place of government helps us to create 

realistic political expectations which, in turn, 

allows us to have a healthy conversations 

about political issues.  

The second section of the book “Turn 

your eyes outward” proposes that we try to 

find shared principles, values, and purposes 

with those around us. Here the authors 

emphasize the virtues of empathy, humility, 

faith, and grace. These ideals are foundational 

to understanding other’s opinions, prioritizing 

relationships over disagreements, and 

engaging in compassionate civic 

conversations. In chapter 9, “Exit the Echo 

Chamber’ the book provides specific 

challenges and models designed to help the 

reader to move beyond their own political 

bubbles. These include examples of 

productive social media political discussions, 

demonstrations of positive family political 

interactions, and suggestions on changing 

news sources in order to view differing 

opinions. Overall, this book succeeds in 

offering helpful advice and strategies that will 
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Most churches, if not all churches, 

have international connections to charities 

they sponsor and local ministry to help their 

community. While this is a great thing for the 

expansion of the Kingdom of Christ, one 

group of people seem to slip by the church's 

radar. These people are the drug addicts, the 

street workers, and the sex offenders. The God 

of New Beginnings by Rob Cowles and Matt 

Roberts shares the trials but also the great joy 

that comes with reaching “messy” people.  

The book focuses on how these two men can 

bring hope into a world where people have 

turned their back on God. The main point the 

book reiterates repeatedly is relationships.  

These two pastors build relationships 

with the people they are trying to reach. By 

building these relationships, not only are they 

forming a connection with the person, but they 

are also representing Christ in a loving way. 

Once they have a connection with a person, 

they can then have a real conversation about 

Christ and how He fits into their lives. Most of 

the time, the person one of the pastors is 

talking to know they have messed up, but they 

do not know how to fix their lives. Some have 

even tried church before and felt unworthy or 

looked down on by church members, so they 

left. Once they accept Christ, their lives are 

transformed. There are a couple stories where 

a new Christian falls off the straight and 

narrow path, and they immediately reach out 

for help. They stumble, but now with Christ, 

they no longer fall. I loved reading all the 

stories of how some people came to Christ and 

the stories of people still being reached.  

 One of the highlights of this book is 

how the Genesis Project, the church, was 

founded. Many people in the congregation 

thought the idea of a church buying a strip 

club was not God’s hand. It is amazing to 

watch God move and change people’s lives in 

a building that used to destroy their lives. Just 

like the people who were broken, disregarded, 

and deemed unworthy of grace, the church 

building itself became a symbol of hope and 

redemption. The other highlight is a testimony 

from one of the ladies who came to Christ 

through this ministry. Her story made my eyes 

water as I read it. I am so glad I serve a God 

who can bring people out of terrible situations 

and bondage and turn them into a beautiful 

creation, like a kintsugi work of art. This is 

my absolute favorite concept in the book.  I 

will not spoil it for you, but the chapter on 

spiritual kintsugi was one of the best analogies 

for how broken can be beautiful that I have 

ever heard. 

In a way, this book was almost a 

critique of the modern church. Both pastors 

mentioned in different parts of the book how 

modern churches seem to be afraid to accept 

“messy” people. Jesus came to save the lost, 

not the found. Jesus came to reach the broken, 

not the whole. One of the pastors mentioned 

that other churches would send people who 

did not fit their ideal church member to them. 

Neither pastor minded this, as they saw it as 

an opportunity to help save more lost people.  
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 I have already recommended this 

book to several friends, family, and even one 

of my pastors at church. It gave a new 

perspective on ministry and how to run a 

ministry. It answered a question many people, 

who are not necessarily in ministry, have 

asked: How can I help reach lost people?  I 

loved this book and it has a message for 

everyone. 
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Faith For Exiles: 5 Ways for a New 

Generation to Follow Jesus in Digital 

Babylon written by David Kinnaman and 

Mark Matlock is an enjoyable and insightful 

read, even for those who do not do a lot of 

spiritual reading, and those who are not a 

member of the “new generation”.  The book 

begins with the story of both authors, fathers, 

dropping their freshman daughters off at 

college and the fear and uncertainty this life 

changing event brings every parent.  Both 

fathers were worried about their daughter’s 

ability to continue to grow in their faith and 

love for Jesus in their new scholastic 

environments and in a time Kinnaman and 

Matlock define as Digital Babylon.  Digital 

Babylon gets its name from the city of 

Babylon a “pagan-but-spiritual, 

hyperstimulated, multicultural, imperial 

crossroads that became the unwilling home of 

Judean exiles” (Kinnaman & Matlock, 20).  

Unlike the city of Babylon Digital Babylon is 

not a physical place but it is “the virtual home 

of every person with Wi-Fi, a data plan, or – 

for most of us – both” (Kinnaman & Matlock, 

20).   

 Through a great deal of research 

Kinnaman and Matlock use Faith for Exiles to 

explore modern day exiles (18-29-year-olds) 

and their relationships with religion, the 

church, and their own faith.  Kinnaman and 

Matlock have broken down their population of 

18-29-year-old exiles into four basic 

categories: prodigals, or ex-Christians; 

nomads, or the unchurched; habitual 

churchgoers; and resilient disciples.  These 

categories are referred to throughout the book, 

so it is important to clearly understand the 

group defined by each category.  The authors 

then explore the 5 practices for the resilient 

disciples to engage in to continue to grow 

their faith.  The five practices focus on 

understanding of self, understanding the role 

as a Christian in today’s world, building 

relationships, understating the role as a 

Christian in today’s workplace, and how to 

live differently despite cultural norms.   

One of the key points is that these five 

practices cannot just be taught from the pulpit 

on Sunday, they must be delivered in a 

manner that is received by today’s new 

generation that walks around with a world of 

knowledge in their pocket.  Early on it is 

stated “instant access to information is not 

wisdom” (Kinnaman & Matlock, 18), and this 

statement is echoed throughout the book.  

Also, it is pointed out, the use of technology 

can have an impact on how and if the new 

generation continues to grow in their faith.  

Despite the fact that nearly two-thirds of 18-

29-year-olds have dropped out of church 

(Kinnaman & Matlock, 15) there are still 

millions of “young Christians demonstrating 

that Jesus’s work is alive and well” 

(Kinnaman & Matlock, 211).  Based on the 
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research shared throughout the book the new 

generation may not want to participate in the 

same type of religion, church, or faith we did 

when we were young, they are still on fire for 

God.  The new generation is not afraid to 

share their faith, in their own way in this 

technology driven world, and the five 

practices shared in this book can help them do 

that.  Additionally, reading this book can give 

older generations insight to helping the new 

generation grow in their faith, and maybe 

rekindle some fire we have lost. 

 

 

The Case for Christ: Daily 
Moment of Truth 

 
Author: Lee Strobel & Mark 
Mittelberg 

 
Publisher: Zondervan, 2018 
 
Review by Luciana Y. Philyaw  

Shorter University 
 

The author of this book Lee Strobel, 

who is known as the award-winning editor of 

the Chicago Tribune, who focuses on 

providing daily words of encouragement to 

the readers.  Strobel attended the University of 

Missouri and obtained a Bachelor of 

Journalism degree.  Later he received a Master 

of Studies degree in law from Yale Law 

School.  Strobel has written more than twenty 

books and servers as a pastor of a church in 

Texas.  Strobel has won Gold Medallions for 

The Case for Christ, The Case for Faith, The 

Case or a Creator, and Inside the Mind of 

Unchurched Harry and Marry.   

The book gives a daily lesson based on 

either a short scenario or general message as 

to how Christians should deal with life 

challenges that arise. At the end of each 

message, the author gives what he calls a 

“Moment of Truth.”  The “Moment of Truth” 

identified in the book refers to scriptures that 

relate to the message or the scenario given to 

the reader. Each message is about one to two 

pages in length. This book will reach any 

population of people but mostly focuses on 

Christianity.  Strobel gave scriptures 

throughout the entire book that supported the 

correct way to handle problems Christians 

face living in a falling world.  For example, 

the scenario entitled The Life-Changing 

Gospel started by stating, “I am not ashamed 

of the gospel, because it is the power of God 

that brings salvation to everyone who 

believes” (Romans 1:16).  Within this 

scenario, a teacher was facilitating a class 

about the love Jesus showed through His 

death. During the break, one leader 

approached the teacher, challenging him about 

the gospel and how Jesus died for the sins of 

the world. The facilitator spent some time 

talking with the leader, walking through his 

concerns about the gospel, and eventually 

helped him to understand that by the blood of 

Jesus, people can repent, turn to Jesus, and 

receive salvation.  At the end of the scenario, 

the man who challenged the teacher prayed to 

God, asking for forgiveness.   

The “Moment of Truth” read:   

“In many ways, our message is simple: 

God loves us; we blew it; Christ died 

for us; we must receive Him. But don’t 

let its simplicity make you think this 

truth is not potent, because, as today’s 

verse says, it is the power of God that 

brings salvation to everyone who 

believes. So share this message boldly, 

and watch God use it” (p. 201). 

Overall this book was an easy read and 

would be an excellent tool for new Christian 

believers or a useful tool for seasoned 

believers. There are reminders and examples 

throughout the book of the incredible love 

God has bestowed upon humanity.  The book 

would be delightful for readers of all ages. 

The book will make as a gift to a friend, a gift 
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