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Introduction  

This paper discusses three theoretical 

frameworks relevant to the Houston Police 

Department (HPD) policy requiring the use of 

Body Worn Cameras (BWC).  The paper 

starts with a relevant history on BWCs 

nationwide.  Next, the paper discusses some 

criminology theories relative to HPDs use of 

BWCs:  Deterrence Theory, Objective Self-

Awareness Theory, and Rational Choice 

Theory.  The paper concludes with application 

of the theories to the author’s Christian World 

View, and a summary. 

 

History Leading up to Policy 

Implementation 

Police use of force and accountability 

came into the national spotlight with a series 

of incidents of use of force against racial 

minorities, causing nationwide media 

attention. The issues resulted in protests, and 

at times, riots in response to perceived 

excessive force by officers. In 2014, in 

Ferguson, Missouri, a police officer shot and 

killed a black man, resulting in significant 

amounts of conflicting information regarding 

the justifiability of the use of force (Sacca, 

2017; Lum, Stoltz, Koper & Scherer, 2019). In 

2015, civil unrest and riots resulted from the 

death of a black man while in police custody 

(Sacca, 2017; Lum et al., 2019).  In 2016, 

white officers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana shot 

and killed an armed black man, which also 

resulted in riots (Sacca, 2017; Lum et al., 

2019). That same month Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, riots ensued after a black police 

officer shot and killed a black man (Sacca, 

2017; Lum et al., 2019).  Later in 2016, more 

riots erupted when Charlotte, North Carolina 

officers shot and killed a black man (Sacca, 

2017; Lum et al., 2019). 

As a result of the aforementioned 

incidents, many agencies began deploying 

BWCs (Lum et al., 2019).  According to 

Bureau of Justice Statistics Law Enforcement 

Management and Administrative Statistics 

(LEMAS), approximately 30% of law 

enforcement agencies used BWCs on patrol 

officers as of 2013 (Bureau of Justice 

Statistics, 2013, Lum, 2019).  The Department 

of Justice also authorized a $20 million pilot 

program with grants to fund law enforcement 

agencies’ deployment of BWCs (DOJ, 2015).  

The program was based on “enhancing 

transparency and promoting accountability” 

(DOJ, 2015).   

As of 2016, LEMAS reported that 60% 

of local police departments had deployed 

BWCs (Hyland, 2018).  The previous statistics 

prompted Lum et al. (2019) to estimate that 

the total number of law enforcement agencies 

in the U.S. that use BWCs doubled between 

2013 and the end of 2018.  Texas law 

enforcement agencies, including HPD, were 

no exception to the nationwide diffusion of 

BWCs among police agencies in the U.S. 
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Texas State Law Regarding BWCs 

The Texas Legislature passed State 

Bill No. 158, which, among other items, 

authorized Texas police agencies to apply for 

grants for BWCs (SB 158, 2015).  SB 158 

(2015) also requires grantees to establish 

policies covering activation and deactivation 

of BWCs by officers, data retention 

timeframes, and storage requirements for 

recordings.  SB 158 (2015) further requires 

agencies to establish BWC training for 

officers and agency employees, as well as 

financial reporting requirements from grantees 

to the Texas Commission on Law 

Enforcement, and other administrative 

reporting requirements to the Texas 

Legislature.  Finally, SB 158 establishes 

punishment as a Class A misdemeanor for 

unauthorized release of BWC recordings, 

punishable by up to a year in county jail 

(Texas Penal Code, n.d.). 

 

HPD Begins Implementation of 

BWCs 

During 2013 and 2014, HPD began a 

pilot study wherein 100 HPD officers wore 

BWCs (Hernandez, 2014).  During December, 

2014, Harris County, Texas Commissioners 

unanimously approved BWC funding for 

HPD, and Harris County law enforcement, 

and in November 2015, Houston City Council 

approved the purchase of 4,500 BWCs for 

HPD officers (Bauer, 2015).  In 2015, HPD 

management announced that it would fully 

implement the BWCs as part of a larger effort 

to improve relations with the community 

(Hasan, 2015).  HPD also implemented a 

policy on the use of BWCs by HPD officers. 

 

HPD Policy on BWCs 

In keeping with the requirements of 

SB 158, Houston Police Department HPD 

issued General Order (GO) 400-28 regarding 

the use of BWC by officers.  GO 400-28 was 

updated on August 16, 2017 to revise and 

clarify when BWC are required to be activated 

and reinforced that officers may face 

disciplinary action if the BWC policy is not 

followed.  This policy aligns with the 

requirements set forth by SB 158.  However, 

one civil rights group known as Upturn in 

association with the Leadership Council on 

Civil and Human Rights created a BWC 

policy scorecard.  The scorecard indicates that 

HPD policy aligns with only three out of eight 

possible requirements of a high-quality BWC 

policy (The Leadership Conference, 2017).   

The aforementioned disparity between 

HPD’s policy compliance with SB 158 versus 

HPD’s scorecard results show a gap between 

expectations within government and law 

enforcement agencies and civil rights groups.  

Government agencies may view BWCs as 

evidence of an officers’ justified actions while 

civil rights groups primarily view BWCs as an 

accountability measure for police (The 

Leadership Conference, 2017).  Having 

discussed a backdrop on the call for and 

potentially hasty nationwide implementation 

of BWCs, focus will shift toward the 

theoretical underpinnings associated with 

implementation of BWCs across America, and 

specifically at HPD. 

 

 

Theoretical Underpinnings of BWCs

 A Primer for Theory: Viewing BWC 

with a Critical Eye 

One potentially important area of study 

provides a bridge between BWC videos and 

the real-world implications associated with 

judgments made from those videos.  When 

observing or measuring a phenomenon, the 

term perspectival observation describes a 

specific approach to the act of observation 

(Dent, 2005).  Perspectival observation 

considers the differences in perspective that 

arise when a phenomenon is observed from a 

different physical location, as in the case of 

footage from multiple BWCs, or from a 

different personal frame of reference on a 
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subject (Dent, 2005; Schwartz & Ogilvy, 

1979).  In short, when observing a 

phenomenon, one should realize that their 

observation of the phenomenon is not actually 

reality, but one snapshot of a bigger picture of 

the totality of reality relative to the 

phenomenon.  Collecting multiple snapshots 

from multiple physical or mental vantage 

points will begin to add context and data, 

eventually revealing a fuller picture of the true 

reality, with the appropriate context intact 

(Dent, 2005; Steward & Cohen, 1997). 

The aforementioned approach to 

observation would seem to imply a note of 

caution regarding over-reliance upon BWC 

video footage.  Application of Dent’s (2005) 

discussion shows that the BWC provides a 

single perspective on a situation.  Combining 

that single camera angle with footage from 

hundreds of other BWC angles might present 

a full picture of the event.  Each camera angle 

provides a single shadow out of thousands, 

which combine to make up reality.  BWC 

footage value can also be reduced by poor 

weather conditions, officer movement, video 

quality, and other stimuli observed by the 

officer, but out of view of the camera 

The news media, law enforcement 

administrators, judges, juries, and the general 

public should take care not to pass immediate 

judgment on law enforcement or the alleged 

offender’s actions from a single video angle, 

without taking steps to gather what 

information is available from all the other 

angles and data.  This data could be made up 

by witness statements, officer statements, 

BWC video footage, witness cell phone 

footage, and police dash-cam footage.  

Another inaccurate representation of reality 

exists when the video can be paused, or 

slowed down in order to easily make a 

determination on the events from the safety of 

a court room, while the involved officer often 

has less than one second to observe the threat, 

decide what actions to take, and take the 

decided-upon action.  Having discussed 

contextual considerations for weighing the 

value of BWC video, focus will shift toward 

certainty of punishment as a theme running 

throughout this paper.  

 

A Primer for Theory:  Certainty of 

Punishment as an Important Recurring 

Theme 

An important theme that resonates 

through the three theories discussed below, 

and throughout this paper, is that certainty of 

punishment is an important and effective 

deterrent to crime (Bernard, Snipes, & 

Gerould, 2015; National Institute of Justice, 

2016).  This is particularly true when 

compared to severity of punishment as a 

deterrence (Bernard et al., 2015; National 

Institute of Justice, 2016).  Severity of 

punishment is, perhaps surprisingly, correlated 

instead with an increase in crime (Bernard et 

al., 2015; National Institute of Justice, 2016).  

As this paper progresses, the reader will likely 

notice ways in which the idea of certainty of 

punishment as a deterrent, weaves throughout 

and supports the theoretical underpinnings 

described below. 

Relevant Theory 1:  Deterrence 

Theory 

According to Bernard et al. (2015), 

deterrence theory is essentially the theory that 

certain criminal justice policies could have a 

deterrence effect on crime.  According to 

Braga, et al. (2017), deterrence theory is one 

commonly used as a foundation or 

justification for the use of BWCs by police 

officers.  With deterrence theory as a lens, one 

might assume that BWCs are intended to 

enhance the civility of interactions between 

the police and citizens.  Deterrence theory 

posits that a type of cost vs. benefit analysis 

occurs prior to the decision to commit any 

crime.  Bernard et al. (2015) described three 

types of deterrence theory research.   

According to Bernard et al. (2015), the 

first type of deterrence research has shown 

that attempts to deter specific crimes in 
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specific places have resulted in an initial 

deterrent effect, which deteriorates quickly.  

Researchers have hypothesized that offenders 

revert back to the specific crime once they 

learn that they overestimated the likelihood of 

being detected.  Thus, the importance of 

certainty of punishment could be a factor.  

This might imply that potentially offenders 

would take steps to determine if an officer’s 

BWC is operational prior to acts against 

officers, or potentially even make a practice of 

attempting to take the BWC from the officer 

during violent encounters with officers. 

Bernard et al. (2015) also discussed the 

second type of deterrence research, known as 

perceptual deterrence.  This research focused 

on the importance of perceived certainty of 

punishment.  This stream of research has been 

criticized for unclear causal pathways.  Other 

criticisms involve the inability of a survey to 

determine what a person will actually do in a 

real-world situation. 

The third type of deterrence research 

discussed by Bernard et al. (2015) involved a 

comparison of certain criminal justice policies 

in relation to crime rates, to determine if a 

deterrence effect is occurring.  Direction of 

causation is a problem with this type of 

research as well, and Bernard et al. (2015) 

referred to the findings as “unsatisfying” (p. 

45).  However, this type of research did help 

determine the importance of certainty of 

punishment, while also adding data to support 

the premise that the death penalty is not only 

ineffective, it has been associated with 

increased homicides (Bernard et al., 2015). 

 

Deterrence Theory and BWCs 

One might presume that the cost vs. 

benefit analysis decision process not only 

occurs within the mind of the citizen, but also 

the officer involved in the interaction.  

Officers might be inclined to exhibit a more 

professional demeanor, knowing that any of 

their supervisors might review the video of the 

interaction.  Citizens might also be less likely 

be verbally combative or even physically 

resistant if they are aware that their actions 

will later be viewed during the judicial 

process. Lum et al. (2019) conducted a 

comprehensive review of available BWC 

research and found that 32 articles addressed 

the use of BWCs on officer behavior.  Lum et 

al. (2019) found that a majority of the research 

indicated that officers using BWCs experience 

less complaints, which researchers may 

interpret as an indication that BWCs do 

moderate officer behavior. 

One might also expect, under 

deterrence theory, a reduction in the filing of 

false or exaggerated complaints against 

officers, particularly when the complainant is 

aware that the officer acted appropriately.  

Lum et al. (2019) found that, in general, the 

research on officer perceptions of BWCs 

aligns with this assertion.  Officers surveyed 

indicated that they believed the BWCs 

moderate citizen behavior and make them less 

likely to file frivolous complaints (Lum et al., 

2019). Given the need for certainty of 

punishment (Bernard et al., 2015; National 

Institute of Justice, 2016), false complaints 

against officers might also be less deterred if 

complainants do not learn about other false 

complainants being charged for incidents of 

false police reports.  Thus, agencies might 

consider press releases or public awareness 

campaigns related to convictions for false 

police reports and complaints.   

 

Relevant Theory 2:  Objective Self-

Awareness Theory 

According to Silvia and Duval (2001), 

objective self-awareness (OSA) theory 

originally asserted that self-attention led to an 

evaluation of one’s self.  This internal focus 

resulted in objective self-awareness, thus 

resulting in an individual comparison of one’s 

self against established norms, standards, and 

rules.  The theory posited that people are more 

likely to follow social norms when they are 

aware they are being observed (Silvia & 
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Duval, 2001; Farrar, 2013).  People gain self-

awareness in public, exhibit more socially 

acceptable behaviors, and sense a heightened 

need to cooperate with rules and laws (Silvia 

& Duval, 2001; Farrar, 2013).   

Silvia and Duval (2001) also described 

the evolution of the theory, as research 

increased. OSA theory evolved to emphasize 

the congruity between the individual’s self 

versus the standard.  It is now thought that 

people will also change their standards more 

toward themselves to ensure consistency 

between themselves and the standard.  In 

short, it is thought that, if people cannot bring 

themselves to meet the established standard, 

they will work to change the standard to better 

meet them where they are. 

 

OSA and BWCs 

Farrar (2013) conducted a study on 

BWCs aimed in part at testing OSA theory.  

Patrol officers (N=54) for the Rialto, 

California Police Department wore BWCs for 

one year to test the effects of BWCs.  The 

study found a 50% reduction in use of force 

incidents and 10 times less citizen complaints 

against officers using BWCs. Farrar’s (2013) 

interpretation of the findings was that the 

reductions were indicative of OSA theory in 

action, since officers were more likely to 

conduct their job appropriately if they knew 

they were being recorded.   

Farrar (2013) also did not rule out the 

possibility that members of the public were 

more civil if they knew the officer was 

wearing a BWC.  One might argue that these 

findings still align with the evolution of OSA 

theory since the utilization of BWCs does not 

provide any opportunities to change the 

standards to match any individual. Thus, 

under OSA theory, officers and the public 

would be thought to work to gain congruity 

with society’s standard expectations of 

interactions between officers and the public. 

In addition, one might also argue that these 

findings also tie to earlier findings (Bernard et 

al., 2015; National Institutes of Justice, 2016) 

that the certainty of punishment implied by the 

presence of a BWC is an effective deterrent 

not only for offenders, but potentially for 

officers as well.   

 

Relevant Theory 3:  Rational Choice 

Theory 

According to Bernard et al. (2015), 

rational choice theory asserts that criminals 

use a rational decision-making process to 

weigh costs and benefits when considering 

whether to commit a crime.  This theory 

assumes an ever-present population of 

potential offenders are weighing risk versus 

reward in their daily travels, possibly willing 

to commit a crime if the right situation 

presents itself.  However, rational choice 

theory does not address what motivates people 

to consider crime as an option to begin with.  

Rational choice theory could be seen at 

work during the 1992 Los Angeles riots, 

where looting of non-essentials such as 

televisions and alcohol, occurred in the 

absence of police presence, after evacuation of 

business owners (Lieberman & O’Reilly, 

1993).  Bernard et al (2015) also describe 

rational choice as “opportunity theories” (p. 

46), because the theory addresses 

circumstances creating opportunity to commit 

crime, potentially by people who, absent the 

obvious opportunity, would not normally 

commit crime.  The below excerpt is from a 

Los Angeles Times article reporting on a 

study of nearly 700 people convicted of riot-

related felonies, more than 90% of them 

looters (Lieberman & O’Reilly, 1993). 

Yet the multiracial legions who took to 

the streets a year ago included others 

who were unlikely looters--people who 

had jobs, clean records and semblances 

of family lives, but who were swept up 

in the frenzied lawlessness that began 

April 29, 1992. Often, they could not 

say what turned them into criminals 

for a night.  "I'm poor, but I'm not a 
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thief," insisted Carlos Olivo, 29, a 

street-corner laborer who joined a 

crowd ransacking a Pico-Union liquor 

store (Lieberman & O’Reilly, 1993). 

Bernard et al. (2015) stated that 

motivated offenders consider ease of access, 

likelihood of being observed, and expected 

reward in their “situational selection” (p. 46) 

of opportunities for crime.  These theories 

assume that all crime is committed for the 

benefit of the offender, and that we can learn 

from the purpose of the decision, which may 

be irrational.   

 To illustrate another point 

relative to rational choice theory, consider the 

example of an offender who applies a specific 

focus to decisions relative to specific intended 

crimes, and uses different tools in different 

circumstances, against different victims for 

different crimes (Bernard et al., 2015).  

Douglas Walker was sentenced to life in 

prison after his second and third convictions 

for domestic violence and dissuading a 

witness (Hoggard, 2018).  These followed his 

conviction for being an accomplice in an 

armed robbery in 1992.  Walker’s actions in 

1992 inspired the Three Strikes law in 

California (Hoggard, 2018).  Walker’s tactics 

likely shifted from using a weapon in the 

armed robbery, to verbal threats or coercion 

when dissuading a witness.  This crime-

specific focus and identifying the right tool for 

the job against a particular victim in a 

particular circumstance shows rational 

decision making in keeping with rational 

choice theory (Bernard et al., 2015).  

According to Bernard et al. (2015), 

rational choice asserts that all crime is an 

intentional and measured decision undertaken 

to benefit the offender in some way.  As a 

result, no crime should be thought of as 

irrational, but offenders are thought of as 

sometimes making poor decisions based on 

the risks of being caught.  This premise is also 

used as a foundation of target hardening 

efforts used to reduce the attractiveness of 

targets by increasing the perception of effort 

and risk involved in committing a specific 

crime.   

Examples of such target hardening can 

be seen in many places.  Fences, vehicle 

search areas, and security forces are present at 

military bases (Air Force, 2019).  Airports use 

a multi-layered security approach, including 

fences, baggage searches, Federal Air 

Marshals, and passenger screening to deter 

various crimes related to aviation (TSA, 2019; 

Bernard et al., 2015).  Bernard et al. (2015) 

also describe Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design (CPTED) as a form of 

rational choice as a basis for security.  CPTED 

involves the changing of the layout of an 

environment to increase the perceived 

challenges associated with crime in a 

particular area (Atlas, 2002).   

 

Rational Choice Theory and BWCs 

 One might also see the theme of the 

need for certainty of punishment in rational 

choice theory (Bernard et al., 2015; National 

Institute of Justice, 2016).  One might argue 

that the basis of the offender’s decision is that 

they are trying to avoid certain punishment.  

Lower certainty of punishment would likely 

impact the offender’s potential decision to 

commit a crime.  It follows that a potential 

benefit of studying opportunities for crime is 

to determine how to reduce those 

opportunities. 

Rational choice theory could apply to 

the potential offender in their decision to 

commit crimes in the presence of a BWC.  

Rational choice theory could also apply to the 

responding officer in their decision to conduct 

police misconduct, up to and including the 

criminal level, with the knowledge that their 

own BWC or perhaps other responding 

officers’ BWCs are recording the events.  One 

could also argue that the importance of 

certainty of punishment (Bernard et al., 2015; 

National Institute of Justice, 2016) would also 

be at play when officers know that any citizen 
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complaints stemming from inappropriate 

actions will have consequences, since they 

were recorded. 

Critics of rational choice theory 

indicate that efforts such as target hardening 

may simply be moving crime to another area 

(Bernard et al., 2015), and not actually 

reducing crime.  However, one could argue 

that such deterrence may be considered a 

success where private security forces are 

concerned, or where a potential offender 

chooses to commit a crime at a bus stop 

instead of a nuclear power plant because of 

perceived challenges of accessing a nuclear 

plant.  Application of this criticism to BWCs 

might have limited results as well.   

Since most, if not all, police agencies 

in the United States are likely moving toward 

the use of BWCs (Lum et al., 2019), it might 

create limited options for offenders to simply 

choose another situation in which to commit a 

crime or file a false complaint against an 

officer, since it would be understood that most 

officers have BWCs.  Additionally, officers 

who plan to commit unauthorized or illegal 

acts would likely refrain from doing so with 

the BWC recording.  Officers would also 

know that this practice would likely become 

highly suspicious after a few instances of 

alleged crimes or misconduct by the officer 

are paired with his or her BWC not being 

operational.  Thus, from the standpoint of the 

offender or the ill-intentioned officer, this 

author believes that BWCs are unlikely to 

result in the movement of that particular crime 

to another area.   

Bernard et al. (2015) also mentioned 

that critics of rational choice theory also 

indicate that the theory does not account for 

impaired decision making and emotional 

processes as a result of intoxication or other 

substances affecting decision making of the 

potential offender.  Since 19% to 37% of 

violent crimes involved alcohol from 2002 to 

2008 (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2010), this 

is arguably a potentially legitimate criticism.  

This criticism does pose a potential impact 

when applied to offenders committing crimes 

in front of officers with BWCs, but in this 

author’s opinion, would likely not have a large 

impact on false complaints against officers, 

once the offender’s intoxication has subsided.  

This author also believes that officer 

intoxication would only be a factor in an 

extremely limited number of instances of 

BWC recorded officer wrongdoing.   

 

 

Commonalities Between the Three 

Theories 

There are common themes between 

deterrence theory, OSA theory, and rational 

choice theory.  Rational choice theory and 

deterrence theory are both part of the classical 

approach to criminology (Bernard et al., 

2015).  One could also view rational choice 

theory as a foundation for deterrence theory 

since one cannot be deterred without first 

being in the process of a rational choice.  

Additionally, OSA theory is dependent upon a 

person’s decision to align with accepted 

standards and laws (Silvia and Duval, 2001). 

That decision is also based on a rational 

choice approach.  Finally, one might also see 

certainty of punishment as a key factor 

affecting the various decision-making 

processes proposed by all these theories. 

One might argue that all three theories 

are at least partially built on, or at a minimum, 

linked to what is known in the study of 

quantum mechanics as the observer effect.  

Although not a criminological theory, the 

observer effect suggests that the act of 

observation inevitably changes that which is 

being observed (Ball, 2017).  A similar 

phenomenon is found in the aforementioned 

comprehensive approach to observation and 

measurement known as perspectival 

observation (Dent, 2005).  This phenomenon, 

also applied within perspectival observation, 

is that the process of measuring something 

may alter that which is being measured (Dent, 
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1999; Dent, 2005).  Indeed, neither deterrence 

theory, rational choice theory, or OSA theory 

can gain traction without an understanding 

that observation and measurement may very 

likely change the actions of police and 

civilians. 

Readers have likely noticed the 

recurring theme of certainty of punishment, 

originally popularized by Beccaria, and 

reinforced by other researchers (Bernard et al., 

2015; National Institute of Justice, 2016).  

Although Lum et al. (2019) found the research 

findings to be inconsistent regarding BWC 

effect on officer discretion, there were some 

studies that found an increase in enforcement 

action by officers using BWCs (Braga et al., 

2018; Katz et al., 2014).  One might argue 

that, in the long term, if BWCs do result in 

less officer discretion, and an almost 

guarantee that even minor offenses will result 

in some form of citation, BWCs may 

eventually have the unintended result of 

lowering instances of low-level crime.  People 

will eventually begin to see consequences as 

inevitable even for minor offenses.   

 

Application of a Christian 

Worldview 

One could argue that all three of the 

theories addressed in this paper align with 

standard teachings that a person with a 

Christian worldview would likely identify.  

This could be a reflection of the Holy Bible’s 

overall approach being reflected in the 

classical criminology approach, and the 

alignment of these theories also with the 

classical framework (Bernard et al., 2015).  

One might also consider certainty of 

punishment as deterrence to be a theme 

aligning with a Christian worldview. 

Beccaria’s idea that certainty of 

punishment is an effective crime deterrent 

(Bernard et al., 2015; National Institutes of 

Justice, 2016), perhaps reflects Beccaria’s 

understanding of the teachings of the Holy 

Bible.  Although the sheep and goats parable 

within the Holy Bible is likely intended as a 

lesson on the importance of caring for fellow 

mankind, particularly those who are in need, it 

may have another lesson as well.  Matthew 

25:46 (NIV) states the following:“Then they 

will go away to eternal punishment, but the 

righteous to eternal life.”  This quote could be 

a reflection of the certainty of punishment and 

reward, depending upon the choices a person 

makes.  

Bernard et al. (2015) described rational 

choice theory as a rational decision-making 

process where potential offenders weigh costs 

and benefits when considering whether to 

commit a crime.  One might imagine a large 

population of potential offenders, weighing 

risk versus reward every day.  This approach 

aligns directly with the Holy Bible’s 

numerous examples of people who made a 

choice to follow God’s laws or not. This 

author believes the following passage to be a 

fitting reflection of rational choice reflected in 

the Holy Bible:  

But if serving the LORD seems 

undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your ancestors 

served beyond the Euphrates, or the 

gods of the Amorites, in whose land 

you are living. But as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD. 

(Joshua 24:15, NIV).   

One could argue that Joshua, in 

making his statement, relied upon the rational 

decision making of all the people of Israel to 

do the right thing.  Additionally, the fact that 

this passage is included in the Holy Bible 

serves as further reinforcement of each 

person’s duty to decide for themselves to 

follow God.  One could see mankind, with 

sinful hearts, as a population of potential 

offenders, making a rational choice to not only 

follow God, but also making choices every 

day to fight against sin or not.  Bernard et al. 

(2015) also mentioned that rational choice 

theory does not answer what motivates people 
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to consider crime as an option, while others do 

not.  The same could be said for mankind, 

where the question remains why some 

individuals seem to easily follow the word of 

God, while others struggle daily to do right by 

God, but fail most of the time.  Perhaps that is 

an example of God’s unique tests of each 

person’s faith. 

The Holy Bible also uses deterrence 

several times.  One example of deterrence can 

be seen in Proverbs 28:13 (NIV), which states 

“whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, 

but the one who confesses and renounces them 

finds mercy.”  Another example can be found 

in Galatians 5:19-21 (NASB): 

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, 

which are: immorality, impurity, 

sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 

strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 

disputes, dissensions, factions, 

envying, drunkenness, carousing, and 

things like these, of which I forewarn 

you, just as I have forewarned you, 

that those who practice such things 

will not inherit the kingdom of God.   

OSA theory proposes that people gain 

self-awareness in public, and exhibit more 

socially acceptable behaviors, and sense a 

heightened need to cooperate with rules and 

laws (Silvia & Duval, 2001; Farrar, 2013).  A 

similar process could be happening among 

Christians who, while among non-Christian 

friends, might unfortunately take steps to 

minimize their faith, with the understanding 

that the non-Christian friends are observing.  

Likewise, a Christian who surrounds himself 

with other Christians might be more likely to 

make his faith more prominent as it is socially 

acceptable or even expected within that group.  

Yet another way that OSA could apply to a 

Christian is when the Christian is aware that 

God is with him always, and this knowledge 

replicates a person’s awareness of being 

observed in public.  Thus, the Christian 

follows God’s word more readily because he 

is fully aware that God is with him at all times 

and tries to act accordingly. 

 

           Conclusion 

All three theories apply to the use of 

BWCs by HPD and nationally, and one can 

potentially apply a Christian worldview and 

certainty of punishment as deterrence, to 

further bolster the connection.  Deterrence 

theory applies when officers and citizens are 

deterred from acting inappropriately, in order 

to avoid the perceived certain punishment that 

would result from BWC footage.  The idea of 

deterrence is also seen in the Holy Bible, 

where certain judgment by God awaits 

everyone, and hopefully deters sin and crime.   

Rational choice theory applies in that 

the wicked heart of man creates an ever-

present awareness and desire to commit sin 

and crime, but a decision must be deliberately 

and rationally made to do the right thing, both 

with Christians actively deciding to avoid sin, 

and with officers and citizens deciding to 

avoid inappropriate activity.  OSA also applies 

to officers and citizens since both groups are 

aware of the watchful eye of the camera, much 

like Christians should be aware of the 

omniscience of God.  Finally, the theme of 

certainty of punishment serves as an 

overarching nexus connecting deterrence to 

rational choice to OSA, and might also 

resonate with Christians, as certainty of 

punishment or reward is also a theme visible 

in the Holy Bible.   

This paper discussed the HPD policy 

requiring the use of BWCs by officers, as a 

subset of the overall trend toward use of 

BWCs nationwide.  The HPD policy and 

national trend is reviewed in the context of the 

deterrence theory, rational choice theory, and 

OSA theory, with additional application of a 

Christian worldview.    Additionally, 

Beccaria’s certainty of punishment as a 

deterrence factor is a recurring theme woven 

throughout Christianity as well as the three 

theories relevant to BWCs.  
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