
The Gong  

February 2020 

Department of English, Modern 
Languages, and Liberal Arts 

A Peek Inside  

Art Show ..................... …2 

Wedding ..................... …2 

Sigma Tau Delta………... 3 

Study Abroad………….…..4 

English Classes……………..5 

Spring Break………………..5 

Paper Shell Review…..….6 

The Chimes Release 
Shorter University is excited to announce the  

release of the 2020 Chimes on April 2nd, 2020, 

so please join us in the Price Learning Center 

from 6-8 pm to hear from our guest speaker, 

Graham Hillard.  Mr. Hillard teaches creative 

writing, contemporary literature, and  

composition and is the founding editor of The 

Cumberland River Review, a national literary quarterly. He holds an 

MFA from New York University, where he studied poetry with Galway 

Kinnell, Sharon Olds, Edward Hirsch, Stephen Dunn, Phillis Levin, Tom 

Sleigh, and Elizabeth Alexander. He has written for The Los Angeles    

Review of Books, The Oxford American, The Weekly Standard, and     

other magazines and has contributed poetry and fiction to The Believer,  

Image, Notre Dame Review, and numerous other journals. He has been a 

resident fellow on several occasions at the Virginia Center for the       

Creative Arts, a Tennessee Williams scholar at the Sewanee Writer’s  

Conference, and a finalist for the Livingston Award for Young  

Journalists. Light refreshments will be available at the event. 

Editor’s Note 
I’m thankful for this opportunity to write to 

you all and encourage everyone reading 

this to keep a positive mindset as midterms 

approach.  Focus on all things uplifting 

when circumstances may not be going your 

way.  Have faith that the Lord has a plan for 

you (Jeremiah 29:11), and pray for Him to 

give you the strength you need to succeed 

and pass your classes!  You can do all 

things through Him.   
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Art Show 
The week of February 3rd-7th, Shorter 

University held an art show in the  

Arnold Gallery in the MFA building.  

Mrs. Monde showed several different 

pieces from her stunning sea turtle 

paintings to her ink tiles, while Dr. 

Poussin displayed his collection of      

unedited photographs of brightly colored 

flowers covered or dipped in spray paint.  

Several members of the Student Art League 

helped run the show and submitted a few 

pieces of their own work!  
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Mrs. Monde 

Dr. Poussin 

Wedding Bells 
We’re so very happy to announce the marriage of two  

beloved alumnae, Madison and Andrew Wilfong!  On  

December 14th, a beautiful ceremony took place in  

Calhoun Georgia where these love birds were joined in 

holy matrimony.  “Now they are no longer two, but shall 

be one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man 

not separate.” We are  

excited to see where God 

leads the newlywed Wilfongs and we pray for them to grow 

closer to Him together as one.  



 

 

 

On January 23rd at 6pm, a ceremony 

was held for three students to be   

inducted into Sigma Tau Delta. Sigma 

Tau Delta students excel in the areas 

of English language, literature, and 

writing. The honor society has 

more than 850 chapters through-

out the world and is the most ac-

tive  honors organization in the 

discipline.  Andrew Wilfong,  Tayla 

Vannelli, and Leslie Bennett  were this year’s inductees. We had 

the honor of  having Bryan Pierce, the pastor of Seven Hills Fel-

lowship, speak at the event. He gave an empowering sermon 

about Psalm 90:12 which reads, “Teach us to number our days, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  
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Sigma Tau Delta  
Induction 

 

Dr. Bost 

Bryan Pierce 

Leslie Bennett receiving her award 

Dr. Angie O’Neal, Professor of English and Chair  

Dr. Marcia Bost, Assistant Professor of English  

Mrs. Daniella Beard, Assistant Professor of Spanish  

Mrs. Jill Goad, Assistant Professor of English  

Dr. Julie Pond, Associate Professor of English  

Dr. Gregory Poore, Associate Professor of Liberal Arts  

Dr. Fabrice Poussin, Associate Professor of English and French  

Dr. Zack Strait, Assistant Professor of English  
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Sigma Tau Delta  

The Professors of the Department of English,  

Modern Languages, and Liberal Arts 



Tayla Vannelli, 

an English and business  

major at Shorter         

University, is spending 

her semester studying 

abroad in    Salzburg, Austria.  On the weekends, she’s 

been taking hikes with newfound friends to witness      

countless breath taking views. One of spots she visited was 

the Neuschwanstein Castle in Schwangau, Germany,           

pictured in the bottom right. Tayla also toured many         

gorgeous churches in Prague, pictured left. We’re praying for 

her to have safe journeys as she        

explores Austria and the        

surrounding countries!  
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Study Abroad 

Salzburg, Austria 

Tayla Vanelli 

Neuschwanstein Castle 

Inside of Neuschwanstein 

Prague Castle 

St Vitus Cathedral  



ENG 2130 Intro to Literature: World Lit I, Dr. Poussin, F. 12:30 PM TR 

ENG 2151 Intro to Literature: Children's Literature, Dr. Pond, J. 12:30 PM TR 

ENG 2161 Intro to Literature: C.S. Lewis, Dr. O’Neal, A. 10:00 AM MWF 

ENG 2172 Intro to Literature: Am. Bus. Culture, Mrs. Goad, J. 9:00 AM MWF 

ENG 3035 Shakespeare (Comedies & Tragedies), Ms. Payne, J. 9:30 AM TR 

ENG 3190 American Literature I, Dr. Pond, J.11:00AM TR 

ENG 3272 Intro to Creative Writing, Dr. Strait, Z. 3:30 PM TR 

ENG 4210 Literary Criticism, Mrs. Goad, J. 1:30 PM MWF 

ENG 2111 French Influence in African American Literature, Dr. Poussin, F.  

July Term. 9:00 AM MR  
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English Classes Available Fall 2020 

Spring break is right around the corner!  Keep working hard, 

strive for good grades, and it’ll be here before you know it.  Take 

care of yourself during this window of peace and  

relax. Maybe settle down with a good book or write some  

poetry.  If you’re looking for motivation to live your life to the 

fullest, try The Immoralists by Chloe Benjamin. Or maybe try 

Flawed by Celia Ahern if you are more enticed by predictions and 

theories of our society’s future.  Just try to clear your mind and 

use this opportunity to better 

yourself. Remember to set 

aside time to study for the  

upcoming midterms and 

reflect on what you can  

improve on when we all  

return back to the Hill. 

Spring Break 



Paper Shell Review 

The Paper Shell Review, the University of Maryland's only undergraduate journal of essays on lit-
erary topics, is now accepting submissions. The introductions to our past journals have been 
written by notable faculty members, including Michael Dirda, a Pulitzer Prize-winning book crit-
ic, and Michael Olmert, a three-time Primetime Emmy winner.  All papers must be double-
spaced, in Times New Roman font, numbered, and formatted with one-inch margins. Papers 
should not exceed 20 pages, but exceptions may be made for essays of superb quality. Essays 
must follow the Modern Language Association style guidelines as defined in the MLA Guidelines 
for Writers of Research Papers (latest edition).  Contact email: papershellreview@gmail.com 

Submissions  for this year's issue will be accepted until Monday, March 2, 2020 at 
11:59pm . 

Dr. Bost and Her Beloved Beagle 
Hi, my name is King. I resemble that name because I expect 
everybody to pet me and every dog to be my friend.  If any-
one ignores me, I howl to let the entire neighborhood know 
my displeasure. But mostly, I have trained my mom and 
dad to answer my slightest complaint about food or 
warmth. 
 
I inherited my mom, Dr. Bost, from her son who went off to 
college and then to frozen parts. I walk her every day, usu-
ally a mile. Except in monsoons. She doesn’t like those for 
some reason. She makes me stop and admire the flowers 
along the way. She doesn’t seem to get it. I’d rather smell 
rabbits and coyotes and stick my nose in fire ant hills.  But I 
help her feed the neighborhood 
horse an apple most days. 
  
Hey, is it time for a treat yet? 

Sigma Tau Delta Rectangle  

Sigma Tau Delta Rectangle (founded in 1931) is an annual journal of creative writing that                      

publishes fiction, non-fiction, and poetry.  

Submissions for the 2021 journals will be accepted between April 13 and May 11, 2020. 

 

The best writing is chosen, from around 1,000 submissions, for publication. Not only do these            

publications go to chapters worldwide, but they also honor the best writing in each category, with six 

awards totaling $2,400. As of 2016, the Sigma Tau Delta journals are catalogued with the Library of 

Congress. There is also an annual reading at the international convention by any of the published      

writers in attendance.  

For further details  visit: http://www.english.org/publications/journals/guidelines.shtml  

mailto:papershellreview@gmail.com
http://www.english.org/publications/journals/guidelines.shtml

