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Our Graduates, Now Teachers  
 

Madison Hunt (English, 2019): “Wishing Madison luck 
on her first day of school at West Central Elementary! I 
am so proud of you, Madison, and I am honored to be 

able to share this day with you. 
You have prepared long and hard, 
and have spent hundreds of hours 
to make it to this day. You amaze 
me, inspire me, and push me to be 
a better person. Now you get to 
share those gifts with a class of 
your own. They can’t be luckier 
than to have a teacher like you!”—Andrew Wilfong 
 

Kristin Towe (English, 
2019): “Proof that I survived 
the first day of middle 
school! My feet are tired, 

but my heart is full.”—Kristin Towe, 6th Grade 
English Teacher at Ashworth Middle School. 
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Spring 2020, class offerings, 2000 level and up 
ENG 2111 French Influences on African American Literature, TR 11:00 AM, 
Dr. F. Poussin 
ENG 2115 American Literature II, MWF 1:30 PM, Dr. P. Strait 
ENG 2145 World Literature II, MWF 12:30 PM, Dr. F. Poussin 
ENG 2151 Children’s Literature, TR 12:30 PM, Dr. J. Pond 
ENG 2180 French and Colonial Literature, TR 9:30, Dr. F. Poussin 
ENG 3100 Young Adult Literature, TR 8:00 AM, Dr. J. Pond 
ENG 3115 British Literature II, TR 11:00 AM, Dr. A. O’Neal 
ENG 3273 Creative Writing I, TR 12:30 PM, Dr. P. Strait  



Celebrating our alumni 

Anna Dulaney (Liberal Arts, 2019) “Now that it’s been official for a 
few days, I would like to announce that I am now the Assistant 
Athletic Director and Middle School Volleyball Coach at Unity 
Christian School. I am in awe and humbled by the opportunities 
that God has placed in my life recently! I am so thankful for the 
Unity Christian Community and their staff for all their support and 
for welcoming me to their school with open arms. I am so excited 
to step into this role and have already enjoyed my first few days 
here! Actually, I haven’t just enjoyed it...I’ve absolutely loved it! 
Go Lions! @ Rome, Georgia.” 

Jay (Christian Studies 2019) and 
Alexis (English 2020) Cham-
bers (right) were married 
on June 7, in Centre, AL. in a 
lovely ceremony held in Jay’s father’s 
church. 

David (English 2019) and Emily 
(Mathematics Education 2019) Thomp-
son (left) were married on June 22, at 
Stone Creek Inn, in Rockmart, GA. 
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Leah-Joy Smith (English 2017) divides her time between her burgeon-
ing business, Violet & Sparrow Pottery, and working with a local artist 
at Cabell’s Designs. She has had three short stories and one poem accept-
ed for publication by Georgia Backroads Magazine, appearing in their 
soon-to-be-released August issue. All four pieces are about her late 
grandmother. Congratulations, Leah-Joy, on all that you have accom-
plished in two short years! 

Wedding Bells 

Sarah Geil (English 2016), now Sarah Bramblett, has completed 
her M.A. at Georgia State and has embarked on her next adven-
ture: a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Composition. 

 

Hayley Highfield (English 2014) is pursing 
an M.A. in English and American Litera-
ture at The University of  South Carolina, 
Columbia. 

 

Sam Buchanan (Liberal Arts 2018): after graduating, 
Sam got married, and he and his wife, Kyra, recently 
welcomed their first child, Violet. To make for a per-
fect year, he was recently named Head Coach for the 
Lacrosse team at Shorter University. 



 

The Chimes 2019-2020 

Summer Adventures 
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Shorter University’s The Chimes Literary and Arts magazine is 
open for submissions. This year’s theme, “A Light in the 
Dark,” wishes to inspire within its contributors and readers a 
desire to look for the light in every situation. Contributors 
may submit at any time before December 1.  To submit or 
find more information, go to thechimes.shorter.edu. 

 
Madison Hunt & Andrew Wilfong 

“This summer, we were able to travel to Cape Town, South Africa, and work alongside mem-
bers of Lakeview Community Church and other Christians in the Western Cape. While there, we 
were impacted by sights of hunger, poverty, and addiction, but we were also able to see both 

physical and spiritual restoration as a result of the selfless dedi-
cation of those who serve there daily. We participated in soup 
kitchens within both the city and the slums, worship services, 
and open-air outreach. The Lord also blessed donations that we 
received for 
our trip, al-
lowing us to 
make dona-

tions to the church and other ministries in 
Cape Town. We want to thank everyone 
who prayed for us while we were there and 
those who gave directly to the ministries by 
purchasing a Christmas album or donating 
last December.  

A sweet Honeymoon for Professor Daniella Beard 
(Spanish) and her husband Cameron, Greece 2019. After 
one year of marriage, Daniella and Cameron were finally 
able to enjoy the sun and history of the cradle of Western 
Civilization, its sunsets, amphitheaters, and, of course, its 
food. Thank you for sharing some 
of your memories with us.  



This fall, the English Club in conjunction with Honors students will 
be traveling back in time through Medieval Times in Lawrenceville, 
GA. Eating with one’s fingers while watching some exciting jousts 
can only be the best way to contextualize Arthurian studies. 
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Stephen Greenblatt, Georgia State University, October 16, 2019 

English Club Activities, Fall 2019 

Dr. Poussin provided for his students an immersive historical experi-
ence by coming to class dressed as a soldier from the 2nd century in 
order to give everyone an idea of 
how Arthur may have looked as 
well as to elicit a few giggles. A 
couple students even tried out 
the helmet and (plastic) sword. 
As the semester progresses, 
there is sure to be more fun in 
French Arthurian Legends with 
such an engaging approach to 
learning. 

Stephen Greenblatt, Professor of the Humanities at Harvard 
University, will be giving a conference at Georgia State Uni-
versity on October 16 at 4:30 p.m.  The 
lecture is titled “Survival Strategies: 
Shakespeare and Renaissance Truth-
Telling.” The event is free to the public, 
and a reception will follow. 

 

Medieval Times, October 12, 2019 

King Arthur in the Classroom 

Selah, October 19,  2019 
The university is very excited to announce a one in a lifetime chance to  
taste the talent Shorter has to offer. During this free event, open to all, 
beginning at 6:00PM, some of  the greatest performers will share their ar-
tistic passion. The audience will enjoy ballet, opera, musical theater, piano, 
and some tap dancing. Jerico Vasquez (piano), Indra Thomas (soprano), 
Yuman Lee (baritone), Aaron Rice and his chorale, Faith Im (dance), Sherie 
Peterson and her musical theater group, Tara Warfield and her musical 
theater students, Jordan Walker (piano), Steps of Faith (ballet), the Alivia 
Gladden Quinten Hopkins Duet, and Allie Walker (tap) are sure to move 
all. We have 500 tickets to offer. Email fpoussin@shorter.edu, or call him 
at 706-233-7254 for tickets. 



Wesley Smith: France 

“My time there was very insightful for me because of the many 
opportunities I had to try new things and in my opinion better my-
self. Being able to take French in a classroom setting here in the 
U.S., and then getting to take that experience and have it translat-
ed into a real world setting is probably the best thing to come out 
of the trip. I also was able to meet new people not only from 
France and other various European countries, but from here in the 
U.S. too. I still am friends with 
my roommate who was from 

Florida, and we continue to keep each other accountable in 
our walks with God even after we left France. I think the 
opportunity to study abroad no matter where it is is some-
thing that anyone should take advantage of because no 
matter who you are or what your background is you will 
learn something new about yourself and the world.“ 

5 

Study  and Work Abroad 

Conferences 

Dr. Marcia Bost participated in the conference of Council of 
Writing Program Administrators held in Baltimore, MD. She reports that the tourist area where 
the conference was held is clean and safe and has great (but expensive) seafood. She present-
ed a paper on “Expanding the Ways We Know: Towards a More 
Inclusive Theory,” which suggested that the Spirit should also be 
considered a means of knowing. She also participated in a panel 
on “Writing Program Administration at Religiously Affiliated Insti-
tutions.”  She learned that MLA has a style center that offers 
teaching resources and guidelines for formatting a paper: Check 
out style.mla.org. She also discovered a book as almost as rare as 
a unicorn: a funny book about grammar: Between You and Me: 
Confessions of a Comma Queen. 

Nathan Gaydosik: France 

“I spent the last year serving abroad on the mission field in France with Pioneers International. 
I was able to teach English in the public schools and then work with international students and 

a Christian cafe in the city of Montpellier! The church in France is 
alive and growing and I had the pleasure of spending time with 
amazing believers who are pas-
sionate about expanding the 
kingdom in France! France has a 
rich history and culture and 
spending time there has added 
a lot of value and insight to my 
life!” 



Attention English majors/minors! The Oswald Review is a refereed undergraduate journal 
of criticism and research in the discipline of English. Published annually, The Oswald Review 
accepts submissions from undergraduates in this country and abroad (with a professor’s 
endorsement). 
 

Penguin Random House publishers in New York City is offering internships in the spring, 
summer, and next fall to Sigma Tau Delta members. Deadlines vary. See details at http://
www.english.org/career/internships/penguin.shtml 
 

Sigma Tau Delta also offers undergraduate and graduate scholarships. Plan ahead: the next 
due date for applications is April 6, 2020. Details at http://www.english.org/schol-award-
grant/scholarships/description.shtml#abroad. 
 

Sigma Tau Delta Regional Conference 
Dr. Bost is planning to attend the regional Sigma Tau Delta Conference in Gainesville, GA, Saturday, 
Oct. 19. Students do not have to be members of Sigma Tau Delta to attend. Lunch and an oppor-
tunity to network with others will be provided. To sign up and reserve your space, contact Dr. Bost 
at mbost@shorter.edu. 

 ...introducing Cricket and Banjo 

“Cricket was living in a neighbor's bush as a tiny 
kitten, and we adopted her. The vet calls her 
our ‘bush baby.’ She adores tuna and can smell 
it through the window when we open a 
can. Banjo loves riding in our jeep with his head 
out the window, swimming in Lake Allatoona, 
chasing anything that flies, and belly rubs. He 
has successfully digested a watch, several inter-

net cables, garage insulation, many soda cans, Amazon packages, and, 
his favorite, flip flops. “—Dr. Pond 

Publishing and Internship Opportunities for Students 

And the biggest news yet... 
It all happened on July 9, 2019, at 7:58 AM.  Dr. Zack Paul Strait and 
Allison welcomed their sweet baby boy, Noah Caspian, into their 
world. The young man came in  at 8lb and 3oz, measuring a whole 
19.5 inches. He may not yet have written a poem, but it is our under-
standing that he has already inspired a few.  Welcome to our depart-
ment, Noah. Keep smiling.  


