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Dr. Zack Strait joins the Shorter University 
faculty. 

We are beyond excited to introduce our newest facul-
ty member, Zack Strait, who began this fall semester 
as an assistant professor of English. He has just com-
pleted his Ph.D. in Poetry at Florida State University 
and has a MFA and MA in creative writing from Wichi-
ta State and the University of Nebraska, respectively. 
His work has been featured in some of the best liter-

ary journals in the nation, including Poetry Magazine, Ploughshares, West Branch, 
Tar River, among others. In 2014, he was a finalist for the Ruth Lilly and Dorothy 
Sargent Rosenberg Fellowship through The Poetry Foundation and was awarded a 
Tin House Summer Writer's Workshop Fellowship. He also served as poetry editor 
for BOAAT Press and as an editorial assistant for Prairie Schooner. Please join us in 
welcoming Zack and his wife Alison to the Shorter family! 

October 2018 
Volume 2, Issue 1 

“Through the Glass, Darkly,”  
an evening of poetry and music.  

OCTOBER 16, 2018                  

 6-7:30PM 

The Arnold Gallery of the Minor Fine Arts Building 

The event is sponsored by the The Chimes,  and will feature  

Dr. Zack Strait 

Theater Experience 

Students will be traveling to 
the Shakespeare Tavern in 
Atlanta on November 3rd, 
to enjoy Macbeth. 



 

Study Abroad  
England & Scotland                        

May 20-June 15, 2019 

Nathan Gaydosik,  Chris-
tian Studies 2018, embarks on a new adventure 

Nathan Gaydosik, who majored in Chris-

tian Studies and minored in French, spent 

the spring of 2017 in Paris, France. While  there, he lived in a 

French family and took classes at the American University. He has 

now taken the experience a little further as he packs his bags for a 

year-long journey. Nathan will  teach English in two middle schools 

in Troyes (Eastern France.) This is an incredible accomplishment, 

and we wish  him the best as we know he will represent us well.  

Dr. Vosevich and 

Dr. O’Neal will take 

you on an amazing 

voyage. Earn up to 

12 credit hours by 

visiting (among other sites): Stone-

henge, Edinburgh, Jedburgh, Oxford, 

The Tate Gallery, The British Museum, 

Tintern Abbey, Westminster Abbey and, 

of course, The Globe.  

Courses offered: ENG 3990 Romantic 

Literature, ENG 3275/4275 Creative 

Writing: Creative Non-Fiction, HON 

2000/3000 Celtic Literature, ENG 4990, 

Special Topics in Writing.  
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Around the World 
 

This summer, I had the extraordinary honor of serving in Southern France. Two 

months in a foreign country can really test your faith and draw you closer than 

you could ever imagine to God. God calls all of us to go and to serve Him, and, in 

return, He promises to always be with us. We could definitely feel God as we 

worked in France. I had to trust that I would be able to continue working even 

though I was exhausted and even if I didn’t think that anyone wanted to talk to 

me. God knew exactly who we needed to speak to; I just had to trust that He 

would send them to us or us to them. I am very thankful that God gave me the 

opportunity to go and that He chose me to serve Him in this way.  

Rachel Edwards spent the summer of 2018 
in Southern France 



Spring 2019  

tentative schedule 

ENG 2115: Intro: American Literature II, Dr. 
Strait, MWF 10:00 

ENG 2151: Children’s Literature,  Dr. Pond, 
TR 12:30 

ENG 2180: Intro: French Colonial Literature, 
Dr. Poussin, TR 11:00 

ENG 2170: Intro: Southern American Litera-
ture, Mrs. Goad, MWF 1:30 

ENG 3070: World Literature II, Dr. Vosevich, 
TR 2:00 

ENG 3200: American Literature II, Dr. Pond, 
TR 8:00 

ENG 3274/4274: Creative Writing: Poetry, 
Dr. Strait, TR 12:30 

ENG 3990: American in Paris, Dr. Poussin, 
MWF 1:30 

ENG 4750: Capstone Exam Course, Dr. 
O’Neal, TBD 

HON 2000/3000:  The Inklings, Lewis & Tol-
kien, Dr. Barnes, TR 11:00 

Dr. Mark Hamilton received his 

Master in Latin from the University 

of Florida in the Summer of 

2018.  He pursued this degree be-

cause he loves studying other liter-

atures besides English and because 

it helps him to understand his own 

culture by stepping outside of it.   

English Club 
Activities Fall 

2018  

Dr. Hamilton completes his M.A. in Latin.  
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Movie: Robin Hood, Mt Berry Theater, week of November 21, 2018, TBD 

Conference: the Atlanta History Center presents a book reading and lec-

ture from Dr. David Blight, a Yale history professor, who is just releasing a 

new biography on Frederick Douglass called Frederick Douglass: Prophet 

of Freedom. The event is on Thursday, October 11 at 8:00pm and costs $10 

to attend. 

Bellwether submissions 

While being excellent has its own rewards, the 

English Department wants to recognize those 

who are great non-fiction writers. Bellwether 

is the undergraduate journal at Shorter Uni-

versity that publishes exceptional writing from 

composition and literature classes. Professors 

nominate the best papers that they receive 

each semester. The best are then selected by 

the editors and receive recognition and (when 

the funds are available) a monetary considera-

tion, which are presented at the annual 

Chimes release celebration in the spring. One submission has even been 

nominated for a national contest.   

HOT! HOT! HOT! 
Professor Zack Strait successfully de-

fended his doctoral dissertation 

“Preliminaries for Winter,” on Thursday, 

September the 20th.  Congratulations, 

Dr. Strait! 



Girls with Fangs is a poetry collection focusing on female 

empowerment, self confidence and identity, faith, and 

relationships. It is a semi-autobiographical collection of 

short poems written in the “internet poet” enjambment 

style.  

Release date is April 12, 2019. It will be available in print 

and ebook format on Amazon (It’s written under a sort of 

pseudonym). 

Jesse is first a daughter of Christ, second a writer, third an 

avid reader, and lastly a hopeless caffeine fiend. She has a degree in English litera-

ture, focusing on the medieval and the Gothic. Some of her favorite books 

are Wuthering Heights, Frankenstein, The Once and Future King, and The Silmaril-

lion.  This is her first collection. 

The Chimes 

My poem "Tennyson's Song" was published in The Drabble on June 

15.  It is a short piece that is a poetic rewording of a famous Alfred 

Lord Tennyson quotation. The theme of The Drabble as a publication is 

"shortness of breath," so I submitted a poem I had written that I 

thought was "short and sweet." 

Alexis Wright is a junior English major and the Editor-in-Chief of the 

literary magazine The Chimes.  She is a writer, bookworm, and lin-

guaphile, attesting to her passion for the written  word. She spends her 

most of her time with her nose in a book or adventuring with her fian-

cé.  Her other interests include photography, historical studies, water-

color, songwriting, and forensic sciences. 

We are once more very excited about our own 

Chimes, the Arts and Literature magazine entirely 

edited and published by our students. This year’s 

theme is “Like a Child.”  

Please submit up to 5 pieces of writing  (poetry, fic-

tion, non-fiction, creative non-fiction, flash fiction, 

etc.) and up to ten pieces of art as jpegs.  More spe-

cific submission guidelines are available at  

thechimes.shorter.edu, under the Guidelines tab. 

Send all submissions to fpoussin@shorter.edu;  do 

not include you name in the art itself. Include a 

short cover letter a 50 

word, 3rd person bio as 

well.  
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Jesse Lee 

Alexis Wright Student Publications 



Sarah Geil, English 2016, became 

Mrs. Sarah Bramblette on August 

4, 2018 

 

 

 

Hannah Cauthen, English 2018, 

became Mrs. Hannah Cauthen 

Hannah on July 7, 2018. 

Sadie Tyler,  English 2016, be-

came Mrs. Sadie  Belcher on July 

21, 2018.  
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Sierra Anderson, English 2017, lands another job 

This was a great season to celebrate 
love among our recent English                

graduates. 

Sierra recently started an additional position as Marketing Specialist at Waco 

100 FM. She is also a Program Coordinator for the Washington Chamber of 

Commerce, an organization committed to the marketing of local business and 

expansion of  new business.  

Alumni Corner 

Wedding Bells 



Submit your own story for the next issue of The Gong; send text and photo/s  to fpoussin@shorter.edu   

Opportunities for students 

Lee University’s Annual Literature Symposium 
October 20, 2018 

 

Submit upper-level academic or creative writing, literary analyses, short plays, poetry, fiction, creative 

nonfiction. Ten-page maximum length. Email submissions in a word file to cschrock@leeuniversity.edu. 

Deadline for submissions is October 12, 2018.  
 

A $10 registration fee includes breakfast and lunch.  
 

Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference 

The Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference (GURC) is a regional, multidisciplinary conference open 
to undergraduates within Georgia and beyond. We are soliciting abstracts for the 2018 conference to be 
held November 2 – 3, 2018, at the University of North Georgia’s Gainesville campus. GURC welcomes all 

fields of research and creative activities. We invite you to join us to present your research, performances, 
or artwork and learn more about the exciting undergraduate work being conducted by other students in 

the region.  

To submit an abstract, visit www.ung.edu/curca Questions? GURC@ung.edu 

GWA’s Annual Writers Conference 

Writers! Take a look at this conference coming up in November. Some funding might be available!  

The Red Clay Writers Conference is the annual conference of the Georgia Writers Association. Red Clay has 
been hosted since 2009 to encourage and inspire writers across Georgia through a full day of literary 
events that focus on the art and craft of writing. 

KSU Center 
Red Clay Writers Conference  

November 10, 2018, 9AM—5PM 

https://www.redclayconference.org/ 

Publication opportunity   

The editors of Aletheia would like to invite Alpha Chi members to experience the jour-
nal’s peer review process leading to possible publication in Alpha Chi’s journal of under-
graduate scholarship. While submissions are accepted at any time, to be included in 
the spring 2019 issue, they must be received by November 15. 

Alpha Chi hopes you’ll read and share Aletheia with your peers and colleagues and con-
sider submitting your own work to the journal this year!   
 

Internship Opportunity 

Emily Robinson (English 2013) has announced that the website she is working for, CulinaryLocal, is in the 
process of hiring content editors! It's an unpaid internship, but if any English majors are interested, they 

should go to CulinaryLocal's LinkedIn page! 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redclayconference.org%2F&h=AT2c2kgOvXSkkL-jtFUTmnVP61XQ2z1ncqIY6JQkZYxG_zDX-k9qHegWsnsg6KdQeX4u9MFuQEIyIKelPcuOJGjc6E3KmUe_OPrr99VUoiyayTn-bgh1TbQssWPZCWRw6OasbV_jz6B5sR38wwo07sCVvoNENWus_dxhofzU5TMvXCOnXnbwwKi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falphachihonor.org%2Faletheia&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccb741481aef24c0de37708d61fd0e7c7%7C298b897f856f40848440ae7e5d64b5d7%7C1%7C0%7C636731379423205540&sdata=W%2FgRRRKj%2FNo2ZQqN67vyCWEeoGEiVhob%2BOGC7A
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falphachihonor.org%2Faletheia%2Faboutaletheia%2Fgetting-published%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccb741481aef24c0de37708d61fd0e7c7%7C298b897f856f40848440ae7e5d64b5d7%7C1%7C0%7C636731379423205540&sdata=1KrBp

