
	
Hello	 to	everyone.	 It	 seems	 that	 this	 fall	
semester	 of	 2017	has	 just	 flown	by.	We	
know	you	are	all	eagerly	anticipating	the	
end	 of	 year	 celebration,	 and	 of	 course	
wonderful	times	with	family	and	friends	
for	Christmas.		
Merry	Christmas	to	all	and	a	Happy	New	
Year.	 Good	 luck	 on	 your	 finals	 and	 see	
you	 in	 2018.	 Most	 of	 all,	 thank	 you	 for	
making	this	a	great	semester.	
	

	
FALL 2017 Final Examinations Schedule 

	
	 9	AM	–	11	AM	 12	PM	–	2	PM	 3	PM	–	5	PM	 Evening	Classes	

6	PM	–	8	PM	
Monday,	Dec.	4th	 9:00	MWF	 12:30	TR	 1:30	MWF	 T	
Tuesday,	Dec.	5th	 9:30	TR	 3:30	MWF	 11:00	TR	 R	

Wednesday,	Dec.	6th	 10:00	MWF	 2:00	TR	 12:30	MWF	 W,	MW	
Thursday,	Dec.	7th	 8:00	MWF	 2:30	MWF	 3:30	TR	 M	
Friday,	Dec.	8th	 8:00	TR	 11:00	MF	 3:30	MW	 None	
	

	
Final exam anxiety: suggestions to make it easier. (Disclaimer: these 
are only suggestions; results may and will vary)  
 
December 4 through December 8, a time of the semester many dread, 
finals are coming. Oh! No! How to deal with the stress? 
 

1- Be good to yourself: take breaks, eat some comfort food, get 
some sleep, take naps, exercise.  

2- When you are so tired that you can’t think, it is time for a break.  
3- Have some sweets. 
4- Drink a cup of hot cocoa, herbal tea.  
5- Spend a few moments with your friends and laugh. 
6- Call home; talk to family members.  



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

A	little	Christmas	history	
	

The first recorded date of 
Christmas being celebrated on December 
25th was in 336, during the time of the Roman 
Emperor Constantine (he was the first Christian 
Roman Emperor). A few years later, Pope Julius 
I officially declared that the birth of Jesus would 
be celebrated on the 25th of December. 
 
Etymology. "Christmas" is a shortened form of 
"Christ's mass". It is derived from the Middle 
English Cristemasse, which is from Old English 
Crīstesmæsse, a phrase first recorded in 1038 
followed by the word Cristes-messe in 1131. 
 
Today, in the Greek and Russian orthodox 
churches, Christmas is celebrated 13 days after 
the 25th, which is also referred to as the 
Epiphany or Three Kings Day. This is the day it 
is believed that the three wise men finally found 
Jesus in the manger. 
	

 
 

On the evening of October 10, the English 
Department celebrated the release of Dr. Angie 
O’Neal’s poetry book The Way Things Fall.  This 
lovely night was hosted in the Art Gallery, which 
provided a warm, intimate, and inviting setting for the 
event. The room was packed with students, faculty, 
and families who came to support Dr. O’Neal and 
were excited to hear her work. The night opened with 
special music from Jefferson Bennett, who played 
guitar and played some of his original songs. Some of 
Dr. O’Neal’s students presented their own work in 
honor of her dedication as their teacher and mentor 
who influenced their lives, learning, and writing. 
Afterward, Dr. O’Neal took the stage, treating the 
audience to poetry from her book supplemented by the 
memories, sentiments and influences behind her 
writing. She shared stories from her childhood, 
recounting memories of being a child and now 
watching her own two daughters grow up and 
expressed her book’s dedication to her father, whose 
“gentle, loving spirit” has influenced her life and art. 
The audience received her warmly and were attentive 
and excited throughout the night. The evening closed 
with Jefferson’s special performance of Dr. O’Neal’s 
poem “Imago” which he arranged for the guitar. It was 
truly a wonderful occasion celebrating Dr. O’Neal’s 
beautiful work. Her book, The Way Things Fall, can 
be purchased online from Anchor & Plume Press. 

 

 
	



	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	
	
Sigma	 Tau	 Delta	 Induction;	 on	 November	
14,	2017,	three	new	students	were	inducted	
in	Sigma	Tau	Delta,	the	English	International	
Honor	 Society.	 Those	 were:	 David	
Thompson,	 Jesse	 Lee	 and	 Whitney-Faith	
Smith.	 Presiding	was	 Dr.	 Hamilton,	 advisor	
to	the	society,	and	speaking	was	Dr.	Charles	
Carter,	 Assistant	 Professor	 of	 History	 at	
Shorter	 University.	 His	 presentation	 was	
“Christianity	 in	Russian	Literature.”	 Parents	
and	 friends	 came	 to	 congratulate	 the	 new	
inductees.		
	

	

 

 
 
Author of the month: Charles Dickens: 1812-
1870 (United Kingdom)  
 
All of us will spend a little bit of time with him 
during the Christmas season. He is of course, 
as we all know, the creator of many a novel 
such as Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, and 
A Tale of Two Cities, to name but a few. But 
who has not at least been familiarized with 
one of our most beloved Christmas films: A 
Christmas Carol. Many will remember the 
words of Ebenezer Scrooge: 
“I don't know what to do! I am as light as a 
feather, I am as happy as an angel, I am as 
merry as a school-boy. I am as giddy as a 
drunken man. A merry Christmas to every-
body! A happy New Year to all the world! 
Hallo here! Whoop! Hallo!”  
 

	



	

	
	
Twelfth Night; It was yet another evening to 
remember for Shorter University students. 
Members of the Honors Academy and English 
Majors joined four faculty members to attend a 
performance of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night at 
The Shakespeare Tavern in Atlanta. As Dr. 
Vosevich (Dean of the School of Arts and 
Sciences, and Assistant to the Provost), a 
specialist of Shakespeare’s work, underscored: 
“It was the best performance of Twelfth Night I 
have even seen.” The rest of the group was 
unanimous; it was a terrific evening with much 
laughter and great discussion. The event was 
sponsored by the Shorter University Honors 
Academy.  
	

Alpha Chi Induction	

Alpha Chi is a national honor society that admits 
students from all academic disciplines. Since 1922, 
its purpose has been to promote academic 
excellence and exemplary character among college 
and university students and to honor those who 
achieve such distinction. Shorter’s chapter has 
been given STAR status for eight years in a row, 
so we are about the top 10% of Alpha Chi schools 
nationwide.  

The 2017 induction ceremony took place at the 
Brooke’s Chapel on November 11. The Keynote 
speaker was Dr. Angie O’Neal. 16 students were 
inducted.  

She spoke about the prophet Elijah and how his 
miraculous achievements were punctuated by 
moments of intense weakness and failure. That 
was of course a great reminder for all in 
attendance; failure is part of life and must be 
expected. Dr. O’Neal suggested: “So, what does 
Elijah’s sudden fall have to do with your mountain 
moment today? It certainly isn’t meant to detract 
from your moment in the sun or minimize your 
achievements; if anything, it amplifies them. I 
applaud your achievement that much more 
knowing that we serve a God that doesn’t demand 
our performance, a God that doesn’t love us 
because of our impressive deeds.” She continued: 
“No, as Arthur Pink says, “Had some human 
admirer chronicled the history of Elijah, his sad 
failure would have been omitted. The fact that it is 
recorded, that no effort is made to excuse it, is 
evidence that the characters of the Bible are 
painted in the colors of truth and reality.” And it 
attests to the wonderful freedom we have to be 
vulnerable, to embrace our inability to ever save 
ourselves with our GPAs or resumes. God frees us 
from the demands the world places on us, a world 
that says we matter because of what we do and 
how well we do it.” 
	

			 	
	
November 4. The English Club’s attendance at the 
bi-annual Southern Literature Alliance’s conference 
was a wonderful success. The seven students and 
two professors enjoyed a Saturday of art, ideas, 
conversation, and fellowship with Southern authors 
and readers from several states across the region. 
Each panel, centered around a topic in southern 
literature such as land or religion, included 
discussion and readings, which our Shorter group 
got to supplement with our own applications among 
ourselves. We were blessed as a group to spend the 
day together and to celebrate the literary work that 
our region produces. 
	
	



	
	

Department Organizations and Publications 

English Club 
Presidents: Jessica Lee and Katherine Tate 
 
They read. They write. They eat doughnuts. 
For and English lover, a club doesn’t get much better than that. 
 

        Like the English Club on Facebook 
 

The Chimes 
An esteemed group of students dedicated to the creation of a first-class literary magazine. 
	
Named after the very magazine they create, this prestigious organization has been operating for 
over 130 years. In only the past couple of years, The Chimes has made extraordinary strides in the 
fields of literature and art, one of their greatest accomplishments yet being the bold transition to 
an online format. 
	
To see The Chimes 102nd edition, visit http://thechimes.shorter.edu/.	
	

          Like The Chimes on Facebook 
 

Sigma Tau Delta 
President: Madison Hunt 
 
The Shorter English Department’s honor society. 
 
Sigma Tau Delta consists of highly skilled students dedicated to gaining knowledge and 
experience I the fields of English and literature. Induction into the honor society begins during a 
student’s sophomore year of college.  
	
	



	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

																		 	
	

The	Breakfast	Club	
Every	Friday	at	8	a.m	–12:00 p.m. 
Rome Hall, Room 105	
Join	 us	 for	 a	 literary	 morning	 to	
discuss	books	we	are	reading	in	class,	
enjoy	 lively	 discussion,	 and	 partake	
of	food,	fun	and	fellowship	with	your	
Shorter	classmates.	

	

Department Professors 
 

	



	
	
"I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With Him at my right hand, I will not be 

shaken." (Psalm 16:8) 

	
	
	


