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New Faces of the English Department 
 

Tayla Vannelli is, astonishingly, not planning on 
becoming a teacher, but she is actually pursuing 
English to be a literary agent. She then hopes to 
use her contacts as an agent to help launch her 
own writing career. When she was sixteen, Tayla 
wrote a 300-page science fiction/psychological hor-
ror novel. Her true dream in life is to write a fic-
tional novel that will shock people into abolishing 
abortion, much like how Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a fic-
tional story, affected slavery and changed history. 
When she’s not writing, one would probably find 
her outside in the sun, 

visiting another state somewhere, playing 
board games, or correcting someone’s gram-
mar.  
 

 

Chasity Massey, growing up in a small town, 
never had much to do. Her favorite pastime as a 
child was to create stories in her head then act 
them out. At Shorter, she plans to receive a de-
gree with a major in English and a minor in 
French. Hopefully, she will attend law school 
after graduation in 2022.  Where the passion of writing comes from is un-
known. But every day she writes something, no matter if it’s a short story, 
a poem, or part of an essay for classes.  Academics are a priority for 
Chasity, as she wants nothing more than to excel in her classes. Though 
determined and creative in the eyes of others, Chasity has yet to find her-
self.  
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It was another great Saturday to wel-

come our newest group of potential 

students. Juniors and seniors from 

local and out-of-state high-schools 

came to visit with us. Their questions 

about foreign languages, writing 

courses, publications, and the Honors 

program were answered by our en-

thusiastic 

team of pro-

fessors. Par-

ents and 

their families 

had only 

great things 

to say about 

their first im-

pression of 

our home on 

the Hill.  

Rome Hall Gets a Makeover 

Preview Day, November 10, 2018 
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Rome Hall has changed over the last three 

weeks. Its walls are now adorned by the 

works of our most talented students. Most 

have been published in The Chimes, the 

publication which many have managed 

since 1879.  Now all visitors, potential stu-

dents, and current residents can enjoy a 

warmer environment as they contemplate 

the works and achievements of their 

friends.  

Professors Zack Strait and Fabrice Poussin 

Professors Angie O’Neal and Kathi Vosevich 



Lee University 

 

Papers Delivered 

 

“Uglies: Is Inequality Actually Solved?” Alivia 
Gladden 

“Thornfield Heights: Character Parallels in 
Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre,”  Jesse Lee 

In her paper, Ms. Lee compared the male and female protago-
nists in Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre. She examined the per-
sonalities of each of the main characters  in light of class structures of Victo-
rian England. The paper culminates with the argument that Jane Eyre is a 
hopeful story of upward class mobility, while Wuthering Heights is a caution-
ary tale of the dangers of moving beyond your station in life.  

Dr. Gregory Poore 

“Reconciling the Food Chain with the Great Chain of Being: Or, a Philoso-
pher Reflects on Raising Sheep for Meat,” Stewardship of Creation Confer-
ence, Baylor Symposium on Faith and Culture, Baylor University, Waco, TX, October 24-26, 
2018. 

Many Christians eat meat. Yet, in our consumption of meat, many 
remain, in the words of Wendell Berry, “in exile from biological re-
ality.” We do not really understand and appreciate the cost at 

which we eat. And if we are honest, most of 
us like it this way. We find it disquieting and 
unsettling when something or someone 
brings too vividly to mind the reality of 
what we are chewing between our teeth. 
Here, as elsewhere in the moral life, willful 
ignorance raises a red flag. If we must eat 
our meat in ignorance, is our eating a guilty 
pleasure? How, if at all, can we reconcile 

the practice of eating meat with the Christian call to steward God’s 
creation? In this paper I wrestle with these questions as a Christian, 
a philosopher, and a shepherd. 

“Animal Knowledge, Rational Knowledge, and Theism in Reid’s 
Epistemology,” Biennial Meeting of the Baptist Association of Phi-
losophy Teachers, Wingate University, Wingate, NC, October 12-
14, 2018. 

In all three of his major works, the Scottish philosopher Thomas Reid makes an interesting, 
important, and overlooked distinction between two kinds or levels of knowledge. Extrapo-
lating only slightly from Reid’s texts, I call these animal knowledge and rational knowledge. 
This paper differentiates the two and then wrestles with how the instinctive beliefs of ani-
mal knowledge can amount to knowledge. These reflections highlight an important role 
theism plays in Reid’s epistemology. 
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Student presentations, Lee University, 

Cleveland, TN, October 13, 2018  

Professor Gregory Poore 

Alivia Gladden 

Jesse Lee 



Poetry Night with Zack Strait, October 16, 2018 

It has become a tradition for the students to hop on the Uni-

versity Shuttle, at least once a year, and to drive the 75 

miles to Atlanta to attend a  Shakespearian event. Indeed, 

the Shakespeare Playhouse is a delightful stage which pre-

sents works by William Shakespeare and Chaucer. This edu-

cational experience  was, once 

more, made possible through the 

generosity of the Honors Academy.  
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Frederick Douglass lecture, October 11, 2018 

Journey with Macbeth, November 3rd, 2018 

Student  members of the  English Club drove to Atlanta to listen 

to a lecture by Dr. David Blight from Yale University. The presen-

tation was centered around his new biog-

raphy of anti-slavery activist Frederick 

Douglass.  This most interesting  talk ap-

proached its subject 

through a different 

lens, as the audience 

was delighted in sto-

ries of the life of the 

man Douglass was as a 

family man, husband, 

and activist.  

It was the first of what is certain to become an-

other welcome tradition here on the Hill. A warm 

audience gathered to listen to poetry readings by 

students and musical performances by Andrew 

Wilfong and Madison Hunt. Then, Dr. Strait took 

to the stage and was gracious in sharing some of 

his work with a captivated audience. Following 

his reading, members in attendance asked ques-

tions which he kindly answered. There is little 

doubt that those present do care for their writing 

and are intent on continuing to create and be in-

spired.  

Marea Groce 

Andrew Wilfong 

Destiny Killian 

Zach Strait 

Dr. David Blight 



Dr. Angie O’Neal hosted the Honors Academy’s annual open door. 

The event was a great success as students expressed interest in be-

coming part of this prestigious group of talented young scholars.  

Conversations shifted from 

C.S. Lewis and Tolkien, to the 

Arthurian legend, to require-

ments and benefits of being a 

member of  the Academy. All 

guests also enjoyed  a won-

derful reception with  hors-

d’oeuvres and sweet desserts.  

The English Department is happy 

to report that one of its own was 

inducted into the Alpha Chi  hon-

or society. Alexis Wright, junior 

in English and aspiring poet, is 

the new inductee.  She was also 

elected treasurer of the society 

chapter.  

Dr. Barnes, chapter sponsor  at 

Shorter University, reminded the 

students that, “Academic rigor is 

vital in Christian education be-

cause God has graciously invited 

us to pursue knowledge of his 

world. As Christians, acquiring 

knowledge should lead us to 

God-fearing wisdom that makes 

us better lovers of God and serv-

ants of others.” 
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Honors Academy Open House, October 24, 2018 

Alpha Chi Induction, November 16, 2018 

Professor Angie O’Neal, Director of 
Honors Academy (left) 

Alexis Wright (inductee and treasurer), 
David Thompson (chapter president), 

Professor Kathi Vosevich (Dean and As-
sociate Provost) 



Bebe is a happy member of the Strait 

family and a great friend of Professor 

Zack Strait.  

...and introducing Bebe 
The Chimes , 2019 

The deadline for submis-

sions is December 7, 2018. 

Send photographs, images 

of your art, poetry, fiction, 

creative non-fiction to       

fpoussin@shorter.edu. 

You may also drop your 

submission with our 

Chimes Santa, Rome Hall, # 

105. 

Yellow Door Antiques is hosting a 

special poetry reading and music 

afternoon on December 1, 2018. 

Store owner Ms. Nedra Manners has 

made it possible for Shorter students 

and faculty to share their passions 

for writing and composing poetry 

with the Rome community.  

The shop is located at 219 N 5th Ave-

nue, Rome, GA 30165.  

The event is scheduled for 3:00 to 

4:30 PM. 

For information, please email F. 

Poussin at fpoussin@shorter.edu.  


