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First Place: 
 India’s Controversial Past 

Nathan Buckelew 
 

Since the beginning of history, humans have wanted to write down our experiences and learn about the past. Historians 

have been responsible for uncovering and clarifying what is true about the past and disproving what is false. Historians have 

been known to be biased at times depending on the subject they are researching and their expertise. However, these ideas and 

topics can become controversial because new evidence surfaces. One such topic is the fall of the original Indus River Valley 

civilization. The two major cities that historians and archaeologists focus on are Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro. These were the 

first cities that were discovered to be a part of the original Indus River Valley civilizations. These cities were filled with 

impressive architecture and culture that were the beginning of modern Iran, Pakistan, and India.  

So, what is the controversy? A small history lesson is required to give a proper amount of background 

information. India was ruled by Britain from 1858 to 1947. For nearly 100 years, British culture was prevalent in 

India. This is why a majority of Indian people speak English as a second or first language. During this time, 

European historians and archaeologists believed that the Out of Africa theory, sometimes better known as the 

Aryan Invasion Theory or Aryan Migration Theory, was correct. This theory suggests that the indigenous Indian 

population may have originated in Africa and migrated to India. Then around 1500 BCE, a race of Indo-

Europeans, called the Aryans, entered and forced the indigenous people to move to the southern part of India. 

This allowed them to take over the Indus River Valley and create their own civilization. This would explain the 

differences in skin tone that is evident in modern-day India. 

Of course, India has a different mindset. Their theory is known as the Indigenous Aryan Theory or the 

Out of India Theory. This theory suggests that India was the original home of the Aryans and that the Indus River 

Valley was of an entirely different race of Indian people. They suggest that the Aryan civilizations were 

Dravidian, and the Indus River Valley was Vedic. Therefore, the reason why modern-day Hindu has some 

similarities to English is because the Indo-European languages originated in India. Vedic refers to a language that 

is an early form of Sanskrit. Instead of the Aryan’s invading or migrating to the Harappan civilization, Pro-Indian 
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sources suggest that the Harappans “deurbanized due to declining monsoons,” which was followed by other 

civilizations that moved to the foothills of the Himalayas (Chavda). There are even theories that the terms Vedic 

and Harappan are “literary and material facets of the same civilization,” meaning that both the ideas of migration 

and invasion are myths (Chavda). This is due to the lack of evidence of battle damage. 

These theories present evidence that strongly supports their claims, but ultimately, there is not enough 

evidence to fully proclaim that one theory is correct. At this point in time, it is best to assume that eventually 

historians will settle on a theory. For now, it is up to individuals to decide for themselves the truth. In my personal 

opinion, there is more evidence to support that of the Out of Africa Theory, but the opposite side does have 

substantial evidence on their side.  

    The Pro-African historians have an argument that, in my opinion, has beaten the Pro-India proposal. The 

first topic that must be discussed is the term Aryan. Most people associate the term as a racist and bigoted term 

that was used by Adolf Hitler to say that the German people are the superior race. This term was first used by Sir 

William Jones, a British linguist, that played a major role in helping develop evidence for the Pro-African or 

Aryan Invasion/Migration Theory. The term was used as 

a nationalist term that Europeans used to describe the 

superiority that Europeans felt towards Indians. This 

was because India was controlled for nearly 200 years 

by Britain. India finally gained independence in 1928. 

There were even claims that only the “pure white or 

‘Aryan’ race could be truly noble” (Anand). The ideas 

and formulations behind the term are what fueled the 

“racial hatred conceived and executed by the Nazi 

Party” and caused the party to seek to “cleanse the 

German population and create a nation of the pure white race by eliminating all traces of inferior Semitic Jews 

and others” (Anand). 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

https://mapsopensource.com/india-zones-map.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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This caused the term to be considered “no longer vogue” in Europe after Germany’s offensive misuse of 

the term during the 1930s and is no longer used when describing a race of Caucasian humans (Anand). However, 

hate groups like the United States’ Ku Klux Klan and France’s National Front still use the term to describe race. 

The term has been replaced by Indo-European, which better describes the ethnicity of the Caucasian peoples. I 

will be using the term Aryan as it is in the name of the theory.  

 It was suggested that India was invaded around 1500 B.C.E. when linguistic connections were made 

between Sanskrit and languages found in northern India and “the languages of Europe, Iran, and Central Asia” 

(The Asian Age). These languages were classified as Indo-European, which replaced the term Aryan. This points 

to the fact that the earliest language found at the dig sites was completely different from any other language we 

have seen. However, we could not translate the language. This is due to the lack of a translation tool such as the 

Rosetta Stone. The Rosetta Stone was a tablet that had three languages inscribed on it. The languages were 

cuneiform, an early form of hieroglyphs, hieroglyphs, and lastly Hebrew. Hebrew was a language that we as a 

society had seen before and were able to translate. Therefore, since the same inscriptions were a part of each 

section, we were able to translate both languages. Due to the lack of a “Rosetta Stone” for this language, we are 

still unable to translate. This is also due to the fact that the language was completely original and shared no 

similarities to any other language we have seen. There is an idea that this language was just a previous language 

that was abandoned and was replaced with an Indo-European language, which is highly unlikely. The idea is that 

a mixed population of Iranian farmers and south Asian hunters began using an Indo-European language. This 

“mixing between the Indus Valley people and the South Asian hunter-gatherers formed the Ancestral South 

Indian population” (The Asian Age). It is more likely that that Aryans that moved into the area, whether through 

invasion or migration, replaced this language with the language of their own. This language is similar to modern 

day Hindu, which has some similarities to English and other Indo-European languages found throughout the 

world. 

The main takeaways from the Pro-Africa evidence are the changes in language, architecture, and culture. 

To me, the most important aspect is the change in language. When looking at the texts that date back before 1500 

BCE, it is clear to see that the language is much different than the ones uncovered that are from later dates, 1500 
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BCE and beyond. The early language seems to be Dravidian in origin and is estimated to have been roughly used 

from 2600 BCE to 1900 BCE. The Dravidian language family is “spoken in Southern India, but Brahui is spoken 

in modern Pakistan” (“Indus Script”). The modern Pakistan area is believed to have also been part of the Indus 

River Valley civilization. This is why Brahui is mentioned. Brahui is a modern Dravidian language that is spoken 

throughout Pakistan and other parts of Southeast Asia. Therefore, when comparing the two languages, it would be 

ideal to assume that the languages are similar, but this just is not the case. The “maximum number of Indus script 

symbols is 400” and there are normally 40 in most languages (“Indus Script”). This means that the script is 

complicated and needs multiple long texts to help decipher. There are some plausible theories on the origin of the 

language, but unfortunately, there is not enough evidence or texts to confirm these theories. There are a few 

reasons why this language is so foreign to us. This is due to “very short and brief texts. The average number of 

symbols on the seals is 5, and the longest is only 26” and there is a “lack of bilingual texts” (“Indus Script”). This 

means that the text is not completely indecipherable, but it is near impossible because of the lack of materials 

needed to attempt to decipher the texts. Padma Manian also describes the findings of William Jones in 1788. 

Jones discovered that Sanskrit “had striking similarities with Greek, Latin, Gothic, and Celtic” (Manian 6). He 

was the first to propose that India and Europe belonged to the same language family. This further provides 

evidence that the Indus Script is entirely different from Sanskrit. 

When looking at the architecture, it is clear that the Harappans were very skilled in this field. It is 

believed that Mohenjo-Daro “emerged around the late 4th century BCE” which would put it around 4000 BCE and 

2,500 years earlier than the collapse (Langmead). Around the same time, it is believed that Harappa was built as a 

sister city to Mohenjo-Daro, and together these two cities became the focal points of the civilization. In the 

beginning, both cities main focal points were agriculture, which is a must for a developing civilization. As 

Mohenjo-Daro grew as a city, eventually agriculture slowly became less of the main focal point and 

craftsmanship took over. The city was divided into two districts “each built on a huge mud-brick platform that 

raised it above the annual floods” (Langmead). The city was made up of both public and private property that 

included “a large granary, an assembly hall, a college, and ritual tank” along with the glorious Great Bath that was 

“about 39 feet by 23 feet in size and 8 feet deep. It was built of fired bricks laid in gypsum mortar and sealed with 
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bitumen” (Langmead). Both cities were built with a well-thought-out grid pattern that is synonymous with South 

Asian urban planning. Mohenjo-Daro’s golden era between 2500 and 1700 BCE produced all of the spectacular 

architecture, but slowly after this time the city began its downfall. After 1900 BCE “the city began to 

disintegrate” and within 150 years “Mohenjo-Daro’s efficient urban government had disappeared” (Langmead). 

Around this time, it is believed that the Aryans migrated or invaded the area. There is not much evidence that 

shows that the later civilizations were not as skilled, but there are some speculations. Unfortunately, none my 

sources were able to give me an answer to this question. 

Culture is the most important part of a civilization’s history. This is because their culture can help us 

better understand what life was like for that civilization. Our knowledge of the culture of this civilization is 

somewhat limited because of the inability to decipher the language, but we do know some things. Bryant and 

Patton mention that Mark Kenoyer, an archaeologist and professor of anthropology, stated that there are 

“significant changes in burial practices and new decorative motifs on pottery” (2). This means that it is likely that 

a different group of people may have entered the area and began living in that area. Kenoyer continues with this 

idea by stating that the changes indicate that “some of those urban communities had developed new ideologies 

that were inconsistent with the religious practices of the early Harappan communities” (Bryant and Patton 2). This 

further proves that a new group of people had entered the area and started anew.  

The forms of evidence that support the Out of India Theory are “archaeological evidence of civilizational 

and cultural continuity” and “Indian literary sources such as the Puranas, the Mahabharata, and the Ramayana” 

(Chavda). There is also evidence that India continues to teach 19th century ideas that are unscientific in schools 

even though the rest of the world has more modernized techniques. It is apparent that the reason that India is stern 

in their belief that the Out of India Theory is correct is driven by the need for Vedic DNA to be a part of their 

education. According to Tony Joseph, “India’s junior minster for human development, Satyapal Singh, was 

recently quoted in the media saying: ‘Only Vedic education can nurture our children well and make them patriots 

who have mental discipline.’” This brings up the topic of culture integrated into education. This is something that 

is common in South East Asia and is spreading to other countries. The main takeaway from this is that tradition is 

a huge part of Indian education and with England proposing that their history is not entirely theirs. This helps 



8 
 

people understand why India is fighting this battle. This is also supported by the mixing of populations, which is 

frowned upon in Hindu nationalists because Hinduism puts “a premium on racial purity” (Joseph). The invasion 

theory also compares Indians to a Muslim group known as Mughals that conquered India in the past. 

Historians have been vocal on what they believe to be true. These historians also have come up with 

“criteria” that help narrow down details that are deemed important in these theories. I have found that the three 

most important factors are changes in culture, architecture, and that the main cities that are mentioned are 

Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa. This is naturally self-explanatory to those that have an understanding of this topic. 

This is because these cities are among the first and biggest cities that were uncovered. The sources that follow 

mention all of these factors in support of the Pro-Africa side: Edwin Bryant and Laurie Patton in their work The 

Indo-Aryan Controversy: Evidence and Inference in Indian History, Padma Manian and her work Harappans and 

Aryans: Old and New Perspectives of Ancient Indian History, and Kevin McGeough and his article Urban 

Planning in the Indus Valley. Bryant and Patton mention that “there is evidence for culture change in the Late 

Harappan period” which means that they are focusing on the city of Harappa and the Harappan people (2).  

Manian says that all of her texts “mention Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, the two sites of the Indus civilization that 

were first discovered” (2). Lastly, McGeough says “the domestic architecture at Harappan sites is also indicative 

of a shared sense of what a house should look like” (1).  

These sources all agree that the Harappan sites of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa are the main point of focus. 

Manian says while citing the texts that she used in her article that the general features consisted of “well-planned 

streets, extraordinary drainage systems, citadels, granaries” and “the great bath at Mohenjo-Daro” (2).   

McGeough says that “The domestic architecture at Harappan sites is also indicative of a shared sense of 

what a house should look like. Mostly made of mud brick and wood, houses were built with the same general 

principles” (1). 

Bryant and Patton state that the Harappans built their houses by “mud brick platforms as foundations for 

brick buildings that were serviced by brick-lined drains” (33). This shows that all of these sources agree that these 

cities contained architecture that was both unique and complicated for the time period. 
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Lastly, all of these sources point out the importance of culture for the civilization. Culture is a part of all 

civilizations and plays an important role in the identity of the people that reside in that area. The last requirement 

is that the presence of culture is great and is unique to the civilization. 

Manian starts that “the many artifacts excavated such as pottery and statues” and that the civilization “had 

existed as half a million square miles” (2). This suggests that there are still artifacts that have not been found 

because the estimated area is huge and would require years of excavation to attempt to find all of the possible 

artifacts.  

McGeough suggests that the Harappan culture somewhat centered around their architecture by saying 

“The ancient cities of the Indus display an orderly design and may reflect some of the earliest conscious urban 

planning” and that “Careful astronomical observations must have been made in the initial laying out of major city 

roads. The major roads form rough grids with north-south and east-west axes” (McGeough 1). This suggests that 

the Harappans were aware that architecture was important to their culture and continued to base their culture on 

this. McGeough seems to believe that architecture is an important part of all culture. 

Bryant and Patton seem to think that the Harappan culture was not completely unique in its full history 

and was actually influenced by several other cultures. They start off saying that both Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro 

were “the first urban culture of South Asia” and then say that “the Indus civilization did not leave a significant 

legacy but was replaced by new cultural and religious traditions as well as new populations that have continued 

up to the present” (Bryant and Patton 21-22). This suggests that the civilization experienced a collapse of some 

kind after their golden period, whether this is a culture collapse like early Greece or an actual physical collapse 

from natural disaster or invasion. These opinions favor the Pro-Africa Theory and they have tremendous evidence 

to back up their claims.  

Now that both sides of the argument have been presented with their respected evidence, it is time to 

determine a solution to the controversy. The evident solution has always been the somewhat original idea of a 

migration or invasion of Indo-Europeans into the area. The original idea was fueled by racism and bigotry that 

was meant to make native Indians to be backwards and inferior in all aspects compared to Europeans. This idea 

was later revised to remove the bigotry and to give the idea some plausibility. The evidence that surrounds the 
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idea is abundant and irrefutable. The differences in the languages clearly point to a different race of people. The 

Indus Script has little similarities to Sanskrit and is almost entirely indecipherable due to the lack of texts that 

have a significant length with a large amount of characters. There are not many examples of architectural 

differences, but it is a possibility. Cultural changes were also very evident. The different burial practices and 

changes of design on the pottery show that new cultural practices were introduced to the area at some point. This 

is an indication that a whole new group of people entered the area. It is possible that aspects of Harappan culture 

was absorbed into their own culture.  

The Out of India Theory does have some evidence to back it up. One of the main points that this theory 

holds on to is the fact that there is a lack of evidence that supports migration or invasion. Bryant and Patton 

mention that B.B. Lal, an Indian archaeologist, states that “there is no evidence of attacks on the citadels of the 

Harappan cities” and ‘many of the skeletal remains are from a lower level of buildings” (3). This is not typical of 

where fallen soldiers’ remains would be located. This suggests that there was no invasion at all and supports the 

idea that the Indo-Europeans were already present in India or that they migrated to India.  

However, this theory does not have a massive amount of support. It is apparent that the reason that India 

is stern in their belief that the Out of India Theory is correct is driven by the need for Vedic DNA to be a part of 

their education. For these nationalists, “there is a cost to admitting that the Aryans were not the first inhabitants of 

India and the Harappan civilization existed long before their arrival” and accepting this fact would cause the 

entire basis for their history to be wrong (Joseph). This would be similar to saying that the United States did not 

declare independence from Britain in 1776, but rather that they simply were just under the influence of Britain 

and were independent all along. That would make the entirety of the Revolutionary War either nonexistent or 

utterly pointless. That would also make the U.S.’s entire origin and idea of a land that fights for freedom a lie. 

That is what the issue is for India, their entire history and lineage would be a lie. 

  According to Tony Joseph, “India’s junior minster for human development, Satyapal Singh, was recently 

quoted in the media saying: ‘Only Vedic education can nurture our children well and make them patriots who 

have mental discipline.’” This brings up the topic of culture integrated into education. There have been 

movements to “change school curricula and remove any mention of Aryan immigration from textbooks” and Pro-
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Indian supporters have been using Twitter to attack “India’s leading historians who have defended the theory of 

Aryan migrations” (Joseph). This is something that is common in South East Asia and is spreading to other 

countries. The main take away from this is that tradition is a huge part of Indian education, and with England 

proposing that their history is not entirely theirs, this helps people understand why India is fighting this battle. 

This is also supported by the mixing of populations which is frowned upon in Hindu nationalists because 

Hinduism puts “a premium on racial purity” (Joseph). This best explains why Hindu nationalists are so opposed to 

the idea of the Aryans not being indigenous to India. If they were not, the result would be that nearly every single 

person in India that practices Hinduism would have broken one of their most sacred laws. To top it off, this would 

also be unintentional because people would have no control over the fact. Their base of history would also be in 

jeopardy as well.  

So, what is the conclusion to this controversy and national crisis? Based on my research, I have 

determined that there is a plausible theory, a bogus theory, and the truth. The plausible theory is the Out of Africa 

Theory or the Aryan Migration/Invasion Theory. This is plausible for multiple reasons that have been outlined by 

multiple credible sources. The language that was discovered is a unique language with no discernable connections 

to Sanskrit or other Indo-European language. We have not deciphered it due to the lack of texts that are long 

enough with a considerable number of symbols to look at. The lack of a “Rosetta Stone” to help translate the 

language is also a hindrance. The changes in burial practices and designs in pottery point to a shift in culture. This 

indicates the arrival of a new group of people into the area that brought new and different aspects of culture. All 

of these examples make the Aryan Migration/Invasion Theory plausible for now.  

The bogus theory is the Out of India theory. The reasons why this theory lies in the evidence to support the 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-SA 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_refugee_special_train_at_Ambala_Station_during_partition_of_India.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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theory. It is known that there have been horse remains that have been dated back before the supposed time of the 

invasion/migration. It is likely that there were horses there before and this should support the claim. However, the 

dates could be wrong, or the remains could be from a neighboring civilization that had horses. It could even be as 

simple as there was just a small number of horses in the area and seeing one was rare. The evidence that shows 

there was no invasion does help their claim. Archaeologists have found that there is a lack of battle damage and 

that remains were found in buildings. This means that an invasion is highly unlikely, but not migration. Around 

the time of the collapse of the original civilization, it is believed that droughts and changes in the environment 

caused the Harappans to move or to die. So, there is still a possibility of an Aryan migration. Lastly, Hindu 

nationalists came up with this theory as a way to fight the original idea that the British came up with. This was 

also a way to keep their history credible and to prevent a large population of people for breaking a sacred law of 

Hinduism, racial impurity. Even some of India’s leading historians and archeologists believe that the theory is 

bogus.  

Finally, we come to the truth. The truth is that we as a society may never know the truth behind this 

controversy. It could end up being a mixture of both theories or one of the two. This is because we have no way of 

knowing how anything really happened unless we see it for ourselves. People will be told that one side is correct 

and the other is incorrect. This may not be the case elsewhere, though. One of my favorite quotes of all time 

comes from Winston Churchill, “History is written by the victors.” This means that one side will write the history 

how they interpreted it and other sides will do the same. This is what stems conspiracy theories. A great example 

of this comes from the aftermath of World War II. The Holocaust, anti-Semitism, and Adolf Hitler’s Nazi fascism 

are talked about in schools around the world because they are traumatic and important events that younger 

generations need to learn about. This is to show that evil does exist in the world and that we should learn from 

others’ mistakes. Germany does not do this. In fact, they do not mention Hitler, Nazism, or the Holocaust to 

students. They act as if they never existed or happened. This just goes to show that people will believe what they 

are told to believe but can think for themselves and become influential to others. History in and of itself is 

controversial because people will not always believe everything they are told. In the end, we may never know the 

truth about anything. It is up to us to decide what we believe is correct. 



13 
 

Works Cited 

Age., The Asian. “Debate on Aryan Migration vs Out-of-India Theory Unsettled.” The Asian Age. 22 Apr. 2018, 

www.asianage.com/discourse/220418/debate-on-aryan-migration-vs-out-of-india-theory-unsettled.html. 

Anand, Ranjan. "Aryans." Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, edited by Patrick L. Mason, Gale, 2nd edition, 

2013. Credo Reference,https://search.credoreference.com/content/entry/galerace/aryans/0? 

institutionId=3615. Accessed 06 Apr. 2019. 

Bryant, Edwin, and Laurie L Patton. “The Indo-Aryan Controversy.” Google Books, 2005, 

books.google.com/books?id=fHYnGde4BS4C&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false. 

Chavda, A L. “Aryan Invasion Myth: How 21st Century Science Debunks 19th Century Indology.” IndiaFacts, 5 

May 2017, indiafacts.org/aryan-invasion-myth-21st-century-science-debunks-19th-century-indology/. 

 “Indus Script.” Ancient Scripts: Indus Script, 2014, www.ancientscripts.com/indus.html. 

“Indus Valley Civilization.” Indus Valley Civilization - New World Encyclopedia, New World Encyclopedia, 

2018, www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Indus_valley_civilization. 

Joseph, Tony. “How Ancient DNA May Rewrite Prehistory in India.” BBC News, BBC, 30 Dec. 2018, 

www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-46616574. 

Langmead, Donald, et al. "Mohenjo-Daro and the Cities of the Indus River Valley." World History Encyclopedia, 

Alfred J. Andrea, ABC-CLIO, 1st edition, 2011. Credo Reference, 

search.credoreference.com/content/entry/abccliow/mohenjo_daro_and_the_cities_of_the_indus_river_val

ley/0?institutionId=3615. Accessed 06 Apr. 2019. 

Manian, Padma. “Harappans and Aryans: Old and New Perspectives of Ancient Indian History.” The History 

Teacher, vol. 32, no. 1, 1998, pp. 17–32. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/494417. 

McGeough, Kevin M. "The Settlement of the Gangetic Plain and the Indo-Aryan Invasion Theory." World 

History Encyclopedia, Alfred J. Andrea, ABC-CLIO, 1st edition, 2011. Credo Reference, 

search.credoreference.com/content/entry/abccliow/the_settlement_of_the_gangetic_plain_and_the_indo_

aryan_invasion_theory/0?institutionId=3615. Accessed 06 Apr. 2019. 

http://www.asianage.com/discourse/220418/debate-on-aryan-migration-vs-out-of-india-theory-unsettled.html
https://search.credoreference.com/content/entry/galerace/aryans/0


14 
 

---. "Urban Planning in the Indus Valley." World History Encyclopedia, Alfred J. Andrea, ABC-CLIO, 1st edition, 

2011. Credo Reference,search.credoreference.com/content/entry/abccliow/urban_ 

planning_in_the_indus_valley/0?institutionId=3615. Accessed 06 Apr. 2019. 

____________________ 

Submitted to Dr. Marcia Bost, Spring, 2019 

  



15 
 

Second place 

 Tom and Jerry: A Depiction of Rival Siblings 

Gracie Hall 
 

Tom and Jerry has been revered as a multi-generational cartoon that has remained at the top as one of the 

greatest cartoons in television history. Hanna-Barbera Productions aired Tom and Jerry from 1940 to 1958 

(Jones). This was considered the Golden Age, not just of Tom and Jerry, but of all American cartoons (Jones). 

Tom and Jerry was an animated cartoon depicting the roughhouse, cat-and-mouse game of a house cat, Tom, and 

the house’s designated mouse, Jerry. Some parents and viewers believe the cartoon promotes violence and that it 

is not appropriate for the intended audience of young children. However, this cartoon shows normal behavior  

 

 

between these two characters, exhibiting a natural sibling rivalry that develops between dependents in any 

household. 

Dutta writes about the role sibling rivalry plays in a family. Research shows that “children normally have 

the urge to establish their identities,” and the presence of other siblings “brings competition, jealousy, and [loss 

of] identity” (Dutta). This clashing leads children “to quarrel verbally and physical fights” (Dutta). According to 

Dutta’s research, parents' duties to handle this kind of sibling rivalry should include avoiding playing favorites or 

showing more praise to a single child regularly as well as charging children with different responsibilities and 

having open family dialogue. This concept of sibling rivalry can easily be applied to the characters Tom and 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
BY-NC-ND 

http://yuvikachaube.blogspot.com/2011/11/tom-and-jerry-just-cat-and-mouse-game.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Jerry. Tom, the cat, is constantly trying to prove his identity as the alpha predator. There are many moments in the 

show when the man of the house (consider him Tom and Jerry’s father-figure) threatens to get rid of Tom because 

he does not match his expectations of what a “real cat” should act like and accomplish. In these episodes, Tom 

would dial up the chase and incessantly pursue Jerry to prove his position as a good house cat who catches and 

eradicates mice. Jerry likewise fits the profile of the snide younger sibling bent on outwitting his older sibling and 

earning the pride and praise of a single parent: the woman of the house (consider her Tom and Jerry’s mother-

figure). This constant competition and fight for identity leads to physical fighting and devious pranks. This points 

right back to the research written by Dutta relating to the effects of the presence of siblings in a rival environment. 

Skeptics believe, however, that this sibling rivalry does not prove conflict to be a part of a typical sibling 

relationship, but rather, they believe that this cartoon promotes excessive violence. This pushback goes further 

than mere concerned parents. The head of Egypt’s State Information Service, Ambassador Salah Abdel Sadek, 

made a statement to Cairo University on the potential causes of Middle Eastern violence that "[Tom and Jerry] 

portrays the violence in a funny manner and sends the message that, yes, I can hit him…and I can blow him up 

with explosives. It becomes set in [the viewer’s] mind that this is natural" (Godin). An Egyptian outlet agreed 

with the ambassador’s sentiments by commenting that “the cartoon promotes drinking, smoking, theft and a 

distorted concept of justice” (Godin). Images of smoking cigars and drinking were common in the 1940s and 

1950s in children’s cartoons as well as in more adult geared shows. The culture was much different when this 

cartoon was made and produced than the cultural climate of today. These actions that would be deemed 

inappropriate in the presence of children today was normal and respected over fifty years ago. Tobacco and 

alcohol were sophisticated activities for men in the mid-20th century, and many children grew up watching their 

fathers engage in this on a daily basis in their own homes.  

As far as the violence is concerned, Michael Barrier has an interesting perspective. He writes about the 

episode “The Night Before Christmas” which aired in 1941. After a long day of cat-and-mousing around, the 

episode ends with Jerry saving Tom from a painful mousetrap and Tom having a deep change of heart after an 

animated smooch under the Mistletoe, a coming together moment (Barrier). According to Barrier, the “cat and 

mouse are more like rival siblings than hunter and prey.” His analysis of the relationship between these two 
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characters points to internal fighting paired with internal protection. To put this into a scenario, Tom and Jerry 

incessantly torture each other for kicks; however, they are the only two that can hurt each other. They have this 

“only I can mess with my brother” mentality, a perfectly normal construct between rival siblings according to 

Dutta’s concept. He gives evidence that links directly to Dutta’s normalization of confrontational sibling 

relationships. 

Unmana Dutta provides a construct for a typical sibling relationship rooted in sibling rivalry. The 

characters Tom and Jerry, while not biologically related, live under the same roof and under the same parental 

units and behave as siblings do. They fight, they fuss, and they make up. Many find the animated booby traps and 

physical abuse to be excessive in nature and inappropriate for children. Young kids who are taught right from 

wrong find the humor in the wildly ridiculous misadventures of Tom and Jerry. The violence’s animated form 

makes it unrealistic and purely comedic. This is why young and old alike laugh and giggle at the wild back-and-

forth that is portrayed in the cartoon Tom and Jerry. This could possibly be the result of a recognition of their own 

selves and their siblings in these characters. They see themselves in the issues and confrontations between the cat 

and the mouse, and this again points to the validity of the relationship between Tom and Jerry as one of a typical 

sibling rivalry that encompasses violence and frustration but does not promote it. 
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Third place 

Beowulf: The ‘Battle’ Between the Heroic and the Spiritual 

Alivia Gladden 
 

 According to twenty-first-century, Western culture, paganism and Christianity have constantly been at 

odds with one another, but have the two religions actually ever fought at all? Springing from early to late Anglo-

Saxon texts, Christianity seems to be the religion worth striving for; however, Christianity was not always 

susceptible. Succeeding a very pagan upbringing, the Anglo-Saxon conversion followed St. Augustine of 

Canterbury’s entrance into Anglo-Saxon society, but paganism still held prevalence. Rather than denouncing 

paganism as a whole, authors combined the two religions as a means of buffering the transition from paganist 

beliefs to Christianity. Beowulf, composed by an anonymous monk anywhere between 700-1000 AD, represents 

this ideal that paganism and Christianity coexisted before Christianity fully enveloped the Anglo-Saxon warrior 

culture much later. Beowulf is one of the first, if not 

the first, fictional epic poems that English 

Literature possesses, and the storyline follows the 

titular character’s journey from boyhood warrior to 

an understanding and accepting old man. 

Throughout the course of Beowulf’s time in the 

poem’s public eye, he encounters three specific 

trials – the first two incorporating paganist-forward 

ideology and the last embracing the spirituality of 

Beowulf’s character. As paganist culture segues 

into Christianity, Beowulf’s storyline ultimately 

points to Christianity’s ultimate and overlying 

power. While Beowulf is arrogant in his character 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 
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and actions, the journey from heroic to spiritual is prevalent in Beowulf’s final battle against the dragon. With 

Wiglaf’s aid, Beowulf uncovers the truth behind what it means to solely be a hero versus a spiritual warrior.  

As previously mentioned, paganism and Christianity never wholly fought against one another – rather, 

paganism coexisted with Christianity to pave the way for total Christian conversion. Similarly, Beowulf’s striving 

for heroism paves the road for his humbling spirituality. Noted in his first two trials against Grendel and 

Grendel’s mother, Beowulf allows himself to become conceited in his actions. If he could win bare-handed 

against two pagan creatures, why could he not defeat a dragon? Beowulf commences his final trial with a speech, 

stating, “Now I am old, / but as king of the people I shall pursue this fight / for the glory of winning, if the evil 

one will only / abandon his earth-fort and face me in the open” (2512-2515). Even as an old man, Beowulf still 

immortalizes himself as the warlord he was when battling Grendel and Grendel’s mother, but unlike his former 

self, Beowulf does not understand the third trial’s reality.  

The dragon is described as a serpent, “swaddled in flames,” and that depiction, in and of itself, easily 

represents a Satan figure; this dragon is the realest antagonist Beowulf has faced. Where Grendel and Grendel’s 

mother both center on paganist superstitions, such as Norse giants, the dragon pictured as a serpent is biblical. 

Because the dragon is more realistic, Beowulf must defeat the dragon more realistically – with a sword rather than 

his bare hands. Beowulf would not have won without the aid of Wiglaf, though, and Wiglaf himself is a virtuous, 

Christian man. As Ecclesiastes 4 mentions, two men are better than one because if one man falls, the other can 

pick him up. Unfortunately for Beowulf, his fate had already been marked by the dragon’s teeth clamping around 

his throat, poisoning him. By this time, Beowulf’s spiritual journey had begun transitioning: “it was no easy thing 

/ to have to give ground like that and go / unwillingly to inhabit another home / in a place beyond; so every man 

must yield / the leasehold of his days” (2587-2591).  

From the foreshadowing of Beowulf’s death, the purity and resilience in Wiglaf’s spirit prove apparent, as 

seen in his speech before gallivanting after the dragon himself: “now the day has come / when this lord we serve 

needs sound men / to give him their support. Let us go to him, / help our leader through the hot flame / and dread 

of the fire” (2646-2650). Wiglaf’s determination seals his future as Beowulf’s heir, allowing Beowulf to find 
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solace in his last moments; because he recognizes that the poison is spreading too quickly throughout his body, 

Beowulf’s demeanor alters. Someone whose stance held so much power and confidence, who had been warned by 

Hrothgar not to allow cockiness to overtake Beowulf’s warrior-spirit, switches to a humbled man. After his first 

two battles, Beowulf does thank God for His support: “if God had not helped me, / the outcome would have been 

quick and fatal…But the Lord of Men allowed me to behold– / for He often helps the unbefriended” (1657-1661). 

However, because Wiglaf joins Beowulf’s last battle, Beowulf is no longer alone as he had been while battling 

Grendel and Grendel’s mother. A savior appears beside Beowulf in his last moments, entering the fire with 

Beowulf, as an angel of the Lord stepped into the fiery furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Daniel 

3. The entire battle with the dragon is so vastly different from Beowulf’s first two encounters that Beowulf’s love 

of God overwhelms him more than his own glory.  

From Beowulf’s final battle with the dragon, readers can understand that spirituality is a gradual 

experience, especially for 10th Century, formerly pagan, Christians. Beowulf’s final speech begins: 

To the everlasting Lord of all, 

 to the King of Glory, I give thanks 

that I behold this treasure here in front of me, 

that I have been allowed to leave my people 

so well-endowed on the day I die. 

Now that I have bartered my last breath 

 to own this fortune, it  

is up to you / to look after their needs. I can hold on no longer. (2794-2801)  

No longer does Beowulf rely on his own actions, but God’s. God supplied Beowulf with Wiglaf during Beowulf’s 

greatest peril, and Beowulf knows that God will help Wiglaf in Wiglaf’s reign as the Geats’ leader. Only once 
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Beowulf finally faces a realistic, near-biblical monster does the Christian reality wholly consume him. Beowulf 

was always a hero, but once salvation, in the form of Wiglaf, ransoms Beowulf, Beowulf becomes a true, spiritual 

warrior.  

Through Beowulf’s supernatural journey from hero to spiritual warrior, twenty-first-century readers can 

note the transition from paganism to Christianity. Faith in the twenty-first century is not actually different at all 

from tenth-century faith – alternatively, faith never changes. For Beowulf to entirely welcome God’s presence, 

stepping out in faith on Wiglaf’s part had to showcase God’s great love towards His children. Beowulf would 

have died and the dragon persisted if Wiglaf had not entered the fire with Beowulf, affirming that God stood 

beside Beowulf the entire time. Much like twenty-first-century faith, Christ followers do not accept the extent of 

their faith until perilous circumstance, when humbling themselves is crucial. Beowulf stands as a representation, 

not only as the relationship between paganism and Christianity, but as the transition from cocky unbeliever to 

modest steward of God. Faith does not change, just as heroism and spirituality flow together. While a distinction 

might be deemed necessary between the “hero” and the “spiritual,” with God’s grace and aid, all Christians can 

become the spiritual warriors that Beowulf did. Paganism and Christianity coexisted to push the formerly pagan 

Anglo-Saxons to Christianity, and Beowulf confirms that when proper and righteous faith is enacted, a hero is a 

spiritual warrior.  
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Special Recognition for Reflective Writing 

Education: There’s More than what Meets the Eye 

Julie M. Hayes 
 
 

"Courage faces fear and thereby masters it" - Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

           This quote was repeated several times a week to me by my mother, who was the driving 

force for my thirteen years of public schooling. In this photo, I am with my brother and sister 

who are both older than me. It was the night of my graduation, which was the result of many 

vigorous years of class. Our mom took this picture. She was the helping hand that led to my 

success with everything with 

education. I know this picture 

meant so much to both my 

parents. It was the end of one 

journey which they knew 

would lead to an even bigger 

one, college. A stranger's 

perspective of this photograph 

would most likely be three, 

cheesing, over the moon 

siblings at a graduation. But it means so much more than that. That day I overcame the odds, the 

odds of not graduating which 

were rather high, since in third grade my teachers told I'd never read on an average student 's 

level. If people knew my backstory, they would know I'm a hard worker. This picture cannot 
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capture the years of hard work and labor I had to do to get into Shorter University. This 

picture identifies me as an intelligent young lady, ready to take on the world. But this 

doesn't show the hours of dedication, the years of tutoring, or the tears I shed while writing 

papers. Those are among some of the many struggles I dealt with in education my entire life. 

Here I am, ready to tell the tale as an elementary education/special education major.  

        I can remember like it was yesterday, getting tested for an educational evaluation at the 

University of Florida. I was falling behind the rest of my classmates in reading and was very 

hyperactive. My mom decided to take the school's advice and see if I was struggling with a 

learning disability. I was later diagnosed with ADHD (attention-deficit/hyperactivity 

disorder) at around the age of eight or nine, which gave my teachers and parents an idea of 

how they should write an IEP (individualized learning program).  I had been struggling with 

reading since I can remember, and throughout grade school, I would regularly talk to get out 

of doing some work. I have very vivid memories of falling behind and feeling a weight on 

my shoulders. For example, in third grade we had to write a paragraph about some animal. 

But when I sat down to write, nothing came to mind. So, I figured that I could Google 

something and find a way out of that paragraph. But of course, my parents and teachers could 

see through my poorly printed orca paragraph. 

       The parent-teacher conference after the orca tragedy was very long about my path for 
 
education.  My teachers talked about everything under the sun about how I probably couldn't 
 
handle average level classes. But my parents didn't believe I couldn't handle it; they knew I 

just needed a little push. So, I was sent to Sylvan every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday to 

work on my reading comprehension and my writing skills. Then I was placed on Concerta 

for my hyperactivity and concentration issues. Then it worked like a charm, and I began 
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enjoying school and excelling in reading and English. I finally was on the same level as every 

other student in the class. 

Trying to figure out how to understand English and reading in the third grade was not the 

end of my journey. After my struggles in language arts, I had issues here and there with studying, 

but the big problems came when I didn’t just have two classes. The horrific time that I called 

middle school was when I was trying to figure out who I was and also trying to juggle six 

different courses. My problem now wasn’t just comprehension; it was so much more. Handling 

schoolwork, activities, and figuring out who I was made middle school a challenge in all aspects. 

When I would try to be more social, my grades would fall significantly behind, but when I 

decided only to hit the books, I felt overwhelmed and left out. That feeling only got 

progressively worse as the years when on. But I remember one instance when it felt that life 

didn’t seem to let up. I had several tests and a paper due, but I didn’t understand anything going 

on because I still couldn’t focus in class. That led to my mom seeing the grades in my progress 

report and asking how I was dealing with school. Then that’s when I had to spill the beans, 

mainly because my averages were so low, that I was having trouble juggling everything in 

school. Even when I tried to focus in class, all I could hear was that kid sitting in the last row 

talking about some football game, or the girl smacking her gum beside me. So, my pediatrician 

decided it was best to up my dosage since I had been taking Concerta for over four years. At this 

time, my mom changed jobs, and insurance changed with it when my dosage grew. My 

medication got switched to the off-brand Concerta. This change caused a chemical imbalance in 

my brain, which let to me spiraling into a depression that changed my entire life. 

I wasn't the cheery, lighthearted girl anymore. I would come home and go straight to 

my bedroom. I wouldn't speak to a single soul unless necessary. This change in demeanor 
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changed my learning; I could focus well in school, but the Julie everyone knew was put on the 

back burner. Everyone around me could see the change. My parents blamed it on me 

becoming a teenager. But they noticed some knots in the center of my head and started the 

never-ending list of questions. I had to admit to them that when I didn't understand something, 

I'd get so frustrated with myself, whether it had to do with school or not, that I would bang 

my head against my wall. 

             This form of self-harm was one I didn't fully understand until my mom burst into tears about 
 
how that can cause severe issues to my skull. When I look back on the situation, education 

was a trigger to me. I didn't want to fail and so, when I would pour my heart into something 

and get told "nice try but not good enough," it would leave a scar on me. I closed my mind to 

learning, and my chemical imbalance made things even worse.  

            Thankfully, I was able to get help before things got out of hand. The summer before 

my freshman year, I got back to feeling like myself again and rekindled my love of learning. 

My journey with education in middle school, though it was very hard, prepared me for the 

harsh reality of high school. 

        High school in comparison to middle school felt like heaven. I already knew how to 

study for tests and how to stay focused in school. By the time December of my junior year 

rolled around, I felt like I didn't even need medication anymore. I went from taking 72 

milligrams to not having anything at all. It was so freeing being able to handle all my 

schoolwork without the use of medication. My plan for furthering my education was simple, 

get by with the minimum requirements and see how college goes. I planned to get into a 

community college or a small school, live at home, and then transfer into the University of 

Georgia for their education program. A wrench was thrown in my plan when I accidently 
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applied to Shorter University. I applied to Shorter thinking I’d never get in; with a seventeen on 

the ACT and an eight hundred on the SAT, the odds were against me. I probably never would 

have known of my acceptance if my mom didn’t ask me why she kept receiving emails from 

Shorter University. I took a tour of Shorter to see if it sparked any joy, and let’s say I felt at home 

right away. That’s when my battle with a test score began. 

   I needed at least a twenty on the ACT to get the community scholarship, which would pay 

for my tuition. That is when the uphill climb started. I knew I needed to remove the testing stigma 

that developed in my earlier years, for my benefit. I had the drive, and now I just needed a 

helping hand. Five hours a week, for six weeks, I would to the Sylvan learning center to study 

just what was on the ACT. I am very goal-oriented; when I want something, I get it. I knew the 

importance of this standardized test. This one test determined whether or not I could afford 

Shorter. So, I studied and cried and studied some more. 

The day of the test came, and all my friends were all feeling pretty relaxed. I, on the 

other hand, was not; everything I worked for was riding on this one day, this one test. I felt 

so much pressure from myself to excel that I forgot one crucial thing. Even if I didn’t get 

the score, I was still worth it. My hard work and dedication showed that I was worth much 

more than a score from a single test. So, with that mindset, I went in and nailed it. I 

received the good news a few weeks later, and I was over the moon. This one little test 

changed the path my life was going in. I now have the confidence in knowing anything I 

put my mind to I will achieve. In retrospect, I’m so glad that things never came easily to me 

because I can prove to myself that hard work always trumps natural ability. I also continue 

to show myself and others that a learning disability doesn’t always have to stop you from 

reaching a goal. Everything is very attainable with hard work and. dedication. 
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        Now, one month into college, I can smile and look back on this photo. I can value all 

those years of struggling because I know it's led up to something amazing. I am delighted I 

can share my story. I will be forever grateful to both my f amil y and my teachers for pushing 

me to be the best version of myself. This picture is not only a product of my work but also 

my relentlessness. I hope I can keep this attitude throughout my entire life, as it has helped 

me so much already. 

_______ 

Presented to Dr. Julie Pond, fall 2019 
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