
Lesson 2: What is Critical 
Thinking

Christ-Centered 
Critical Thinking
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Lesson Objectives
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In this lesson we will:
1. Define critical thinking
2. Learn four prominent features of critical thinking
3. Learn three parts of critical thinking
4. Review a critical thinking model
5. Apply SEE-I method for understanding and 

clarifying a key concept or idea



Let’s look at three 
definitions of 
critical thinking. 

What concepts or 
themes are 
common to each 
definition?

• Critical thinking is reasonable, 
reflective thinking that is 
focused on deciding what to 
believe or do.

Robert 
Ennis

• Critical thinking is thinking 
about your thinking, while you 
are thinking, in order to make 
your thinking better.

Richard 
Paul

• Christ-Centered critical 
thinking analyzes, synthesizes, 
and evaluates the tension 
between truth and experience 
as we pursue wisdom through 
a biblical worldview.  

Shorter 
University
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Now that we know 
what critical thinking 
is, let’s look at what 
it is not.

Critical thinking is 
NOT . . .

• Critical thinkers look at 
both sides of an issue.Negative

• Critical thinking is not a 
mechanical process 
separated from emotions.

Emotionless

• Critical thinking is 
purposeful thinking.Undirected
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PROMINENT 
FEATURES

Prominent features 
of critical thinking 
are: 

REFLECTIVE

•Elements of thought
• Standards/criteria insure accuracy and 
criteria aid in focusing on the question at 
hand.

INVOLVES 
ELEMENTS & 
STANDARDS

• Deals with real problems that are often 
messy – unclear, and/or have no single 
answer.

• Critical thinking is more about what we 
believe and do.

AUTHENTIC

• There are no rules or step-by-step 
procedures that guarantee successful 
reasoning. Simply following the steps 
does not insure success.

• Critical thinking is self-correcting.

BEING 
REASONABLE
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• Critical thinking  begins with 
reflection.

• Our views are our conclusions
• What evidence is my view based on?



Three Parts of Critical Thinking

Critical thinking involves . . . 
1. Asking Questions 
2. Reasoning It Out
3. Accepting the Results
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In the next three slides, we will explore the parts 
of critical thinking.



Asking 
Questions

Three Kinds of Questions

1. Simple “yes/no” or 
“right/wrong”

2. Opinion/preference

3. Complex/Analytical –
involves critical 
thinking
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Reasoning 
Things Out

Reasoning things out 
takes time and effort. 

Reasoning things out 
involves identifying the 
elements of thought 
and applying the 
standards to the 
elements. 

Our investment of time 
and effort will help in 
developing the 
intellectual traits.
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Accept the 
Results of Our 
Thinking

Acceptance

Hindrances

The balance – middle 
ground – between 
intellectual inferiority 
and intellectual 
arrogance is 
intellectual humility.

Acceptance 

Hindrances

Inferiority Complex:
“I can’t learn this, so why bother trying?”

“I don’t know how to do the work, so I’ll just 
try to get by without doing it.” – inferiority 
complex.  

Arrogance Complex:
“I already know everything I need to know 

about this (subject, problem, situation).”

“I don’t need to do the work to learn this stuff”
– intellectual arrogance.
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Critical Thinking Model

The Intellectual 
Standards are applied 
to the Elements of 
Reasoning to develop 
Intellectual Traits
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Resources for 
Further Study

Bassham, Gregory, William Irwin, Henry Nardone, and 
James M. Wallace. Critical Thinking: A Student’s 
Introduction, 2d ed. McGraw Hill, 2005.

Mauk, John, Jayme Stayer, and Karen Mauk. Think About 
It: Critical Skills for Academic Writing. 
Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2014.
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Questions?
Email and comments to your instructor
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